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September Program: Donald Gregg, “Chaucer’s Prioress from the 

Prologue to the Canterbury Tales” 
 

  

John T. Juricek on the subject of 
“Scots & Indians in colonial 
Georgia.”  He is the editor of two 
volumes of historical documents 

 

dealing with interactions between 
Southeastern Indians and the 
colonists of Georgia and Florida. 
His book Colonial Georgia and the 
Creeks . . . 1733-1763 will be 
published next spring. (The painting 

is “Warriors” by Robert Griffing.) 

 

 

 “There was also a nun, a 
prioress…” So begins Geoffrey 
Chaucer’s fourth portrait of the 
merry group of 29 pilgrims 
bound for Canterbury. Long-time 
member Donald Gregg will use 
the prioress’ portrait to entertain 
a wealthy medieval audience—
you! You, the members and 
guests of the Burns club! With 
Donald as guide, we’ll laugh at 
and with the prioress. For 
example, we’ll see how the first  
 

how the first four lines could elicit two 
smiles, a snicker, a chuckle, a wink, 
and a nudge: 
  Ther was also a nonne, a prioresse, 
  That of hir smylyng was ful symple and coy; 
  Hire gretteste ooth was but by seinte loy; 

  And she was cleped madame eglentyne. 
 
Along the way we’ll see how the first 
great English poet blended humanism 
and satire in a way that modern writers 
might still learn from. Donald will round 
out this little journey with a brief 
discussion of Chaucer’s language. With 
apologies to the members of our club 
who are legitimate scholars of the 
period, Donald will present his Brit com 
theory of the Great Vowel Shift. Finally, 
Donald will take us on a one-minute 
romp through changing poetic 
sensibilities from the late medieval to 
the postmodern era.  
 

 
 
“It’s OK to 
Kiss a Nun 
(Just Don’t 
Get in the 
Habit)”  

August  Program: Prof. John Juricek, “Scots & Indians in Colonial 

Georgia” 

The 
August 
program 
was 
presented 
by Emory 
History 
Professor,  
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One of the notable features to be found in the 

village of Mauchlaine, the Ayrshire village 

that the Burns family moved to in 1784 after 

the death of the elder Burns, was the ancient 

Kirk structure.  Built in 1165 by monks from 

the monastery of Melrose, the Kirk was 

known locally as the Castle. By some 

descriptions it was considered an ugly, 

crumbling, lichen covered, bat infested 

edifice where only the young people dared 

retire for their trysts avoiding the prying eyes 

of the Kirk inquisitors looking on. No one 

wanted to sit on the cutty stool for three 

successive Sundays to be denounced by 

church elders, like Holy Willy, as a 

fornicator or worse. In the centuries of its 

existence the structure served both Catholic 

and Protestant denominations as well as 

serving as a secure home for the non-

denominational bats. 

 

Actually, Burns wasn’t the only Casanova 

type working the local village scene. Before 

Burns’ arrival one James Smith was hard at 

work wooing the wenches. And, he openly 

boasted of his achievements with certain of 

the town matrons. As expected, Smith 

apparently was a frequent visitor to the Kirk 

cutty stool. It must have been difficult to not 

have had TV in those days. 

 

So, why do I discuss the building? Well, 

because as it was still in use when Robert 

Burns moved there and he was inspired by it 

dreadful looking nature and its continued use 

for the likes of sinners like James Smith that 

he was moved to pen the following words: 

           Lament him. Mauchline husbands a’, 

             He often did assist ye; 

          For had ye stay’d whole weeks awa’ 

             Your wives they ne’er had missed ye. 

  
 

            Ye Mauchline bairns, as on ye pass 

               To school in bands together, 

            O, tread ye lightly on his grass 

               Perhaps he was your father. 

 

Like his poem Holy Willy’s Prayer a few years 

later, this one circulated throughout the pub 

scene and won for Burns an immediate place 

of welcome in the pub society, simply because 

of the promise of a happy relief from the nerve 

dulling, Kirk dominated routine of daily life. 
 

Certainly Burns’ first appearance in the village 

created some speculation and interest. He was 

attired in home spun woolens; his plaid nattily 

thrown over his shoulder and his long hair 

rakishly tied back like the fashionable young 

men of Edinburgh.  Yet Burns already 

possessed the stooped shoulders of a farmer 

broken to the plow. He was handsome with 

dark eyes and walked slightly with the swagger 

of a thespian. He deserved a second look 

indeed but alas, his reputation preceded him 

for Burns quickly became better known for 

“daffin’ wi’ the lassies”. Upstanding men of 

the town, particularly fathers, were alarmed by 

his presence and feared for their daughters and 

wives, and told them so. 

 

Burns was contemptuous of the Kirk and its 

hypocrisy.  He sought, however casually and 

with an air of indifference, to rattle the cages 

of the elders by defying the Kirk social rules 

and its clear orthodoxy for living a happy and 

God filled life. Burns was not only 

unrepentant, he actually went out of his way to 

adversely affect the Kirk elders in any way he 

could. Then came Jean Armour and his turn on 

the cutty stool was not too far off. 

 

Reading Burns is better than TV anyway. 

Maybe not better then the other thing but we 

have to make our choices don’t we! Read your 
Burns. It’s always an adventure.     GM 
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Burns Club Trip to Scotland 2009 

 In celebration of the 250th anniversary of the 
Bard’s birth, nine current and former members of 
our club and their spouses toured Scotland 
during the weeks of July 20 and 27th.  The trip 
ranged from Ayrshire in the southwest lowlands 
to Inverness in the northeast highlands.  Kate 
Graham arranged the trip and treated those in 
attendance to a series of once-in-a-lifetime 
memories.  Over the next three editions, the 
Newsletter will chronicle the trip with narrative 
and photographs.  Special gratitude goes out to 
Richard Graham and Tom Todd for their 

assistance, input and photographs.      Day 1: Irvine 
 

 

 

 

 

Irvine Burns Club 
member and past 
speaker at the BCOA, 
Michael Murray 
displays many of their 
club’s artifacts, including 
the Kilamarnock edition 
shown at the left.  
 
Above right, A piper 
welcomes guests to the 
evening’s festivities 
(above), a young lad 
recites The Twa Dogs 
(above far right) 

Ian MacFarlane and Richard Graham with Michael Murray 
(center).  BCOA members were invited to the Irvine Burns 
Club’s Director’s Room to view a portion of their Club’s 
collection including six volumes of manuscripts handwritten 
in Burn’s own hand.  

 

 

Procession of the Haggis (above), Welcome and Opening 
remarks, (notice the American Flag and the old Georgia State 
Flag in the background). 
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Letter of  

 

 

 

From the top and from left to right,  (Top) The 
assembled parties.  A spirited Tam O’Shanter by Jim 
Butler, Hugh & Mary Jane Peterson regale the crowd 
with song.  Ian MacFarlane presents a token of 
gratitude to Irvine Club President Billy Dickson, Jim 
Kilpatrick proposes a toast to the evening’s hosts. 

  

 

Burns Club of Irvine (Cont.) 
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Day 2: Alloway & 

Mauchline 

  

 

 

 

From Top Left: The 
Burns Cottage 
Alloway, Alloway Kirk, 
BCOA Members in the 
Mauchline Kirkyard 
(Poosie Nansie’s is the 
white building in the 
background), BCOA 
members in 
Mauchline.  Below:  
Scenes from evening’s 
festivities with the 
Burns Club of 
Mauchline. 



                                  Announcements

Fall Ceilidgh,  Saturday, Sept. 26th 

 

The time is near  - it’s almost here – our 
traditional Fall Ceilidh at the Burns Cottage! 
Our Ceilidh is a fantastic opportunity for members 
to showcase our beloved club to friends and 
family. This year’s event will have plentiful 
entertainment: music, readings, stories and more! 
A delicious dinner will be served with an ample 
sampling of something for everybody so please 
host a guest or better yet – many guests! 
 
The party will begin at 5:00 PM – Remember to 
Bring Your Favorite Adult Libations, non-alcoholic 
beverages and set-ups will be provided however.  
The musical entertainment will begin shortly 
thereafter with the dinner being served at 6:30 
PM. The cost is only $18.00 per person for 
members and guests alike. 
 
As is our tradition the Ceilidh will feature the 
annual Silent Auction club fundraiser with the 
potential of a live auction if the bidding escalates 
to a fever pitch! Please bring your contribution 
items for the auction to the September 2nd 
monthly meeting. If you need to make alternative 
arrangements for item delivery please contact 
one of the Bogles;  
 
Chuck (770) 414-119  cwbogle3@mac.com  or 
Charlie (770) 393-2421 cwbogle@earthlink.net 
regarding your auction contributions. 
 
For those who will be unable to attend, you can 
still participate in spirit by making a financial 
donation to the Ceilidh effort in lieu of tickets 
and/or items for the auction.  
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Luncheon for  

Ladies of the Burns Club 
  

12 Noon on Wednesday,  September  
30th  

 
At the home  of  Sarah Ki llough 
6175 Blackwater Trai l ,  N.W. 

Atlanta,  GA 30328 
  

Cost:   $25 per pe rson 
(wine inc luded)  

 
If  you can join  us ,  p lease  email  

Susan Shaw at  
bonniegran@earthl ink.net  

or cal l  404-376-5006 
by Thursday,  September 24 th   

 Pa 

 

Also,  i f  you have  not done  so,  please  contact 
Kate  Graham with your  

emai l  address and te lephone  number 
to be  added to the  l i st of our 

Ladies of the  Burns Club  
for fu ture  luncheons and events.  

Email :caledonians@mindspring.com   
Phone:  770-978-4232 

 

 

         Ladies September Luncheon 
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Captain Clay Harris retires from 
Distinguished Naval Career 

 

United States Navy Captain Clay Harris, 
(pictured above with his parents Mr. & Mrs. 
Bill Harris) recently turned over his fourth 
command to another Navy captain in Virginia 
and retired.  Captain Harris, has attended a 
few Burns Club functions, including our 
annual January Burns Supper, when his 
schedule permitted.  BCOA member, Bill 
Harris used a 2003 video of the USS Arleigh 
Burke (DDG-51) in Iraqi Theatre action in his 
most recent presentation to our membership.  
Captain Harris was the commanding officer of 
the USS Arleigh Burke from 2002 through 
2004.  Please join in congratulating Captain 
Harris and his family on his distinguished 
career of service to our grateful country.  
 
 
At right, Auld Nick’s View across from Alloway Kirk, the 
view from the altar as envisioned in Tam O’ Shanter 

June 30, 2009 Financial 
Statements by David Grant, Treasurer 

Burns Club of Atlanta Financial Stmt for June, 2009

REVENUE Actual June Actual YTD   Budgeted

Dues $200.00 18,200.00$  18,600.00$ 
Initiation Fees 0.00 325.00 450.00        
Investment Income 81.39 696.90 1,000.00     
Burns Night Dinner 0.00 4,035.00 4,000.00     
Library fund 0.00 0.00 0.00
Book sales 0.00 0.00 0.00
Monthly dinner 152.00 1,090.00 1,800.00     
Highland Games 0.00 0.00 0.00
Spring Ceilidh 185.00 1,055.00 1,000.00     
Fall Ceilidh 0.00 0.00 3,500.00
Christmas Party 0.00 0.00 0.00
Voluntary contrib 200.00 1,635.00 0.00
Misc. Income 0.00 240.00 1,000.00     

Total revenue 818.39$       27,276.90$  31,350.00$ 

EXPENSES

Buildings & Grounds $0.00 1,282.69$    6,000.00$   
Literary Landmarks Ltd 0.00 11,725.00 0.00
Insurance 0.00 1,375.00 2,100.00
Burns Night Dinner 0.00 3,834.74 3,000.00
Monthly dinner 146.01 1,186.28 2,000.00
Utilities  Gas 163.14 1,693.26 3,400.00
            Elec. 151.97 874.60 1,900.00
            Water 35.75 377.10 900.00
            Solid waste 0.00 0.00 725.00
Telephone 130.94 392.27 825.00
Historian 0.00 759.00 900.00
Library 0.00 89.25 300.00
Newsletter 0.00 0.00 500.00
Security 0.00 107.70 225.00
Postage 0.00 0.00 50.00
Taxes 214.97 244.97 4,500.00
Highland Games 0.00 0.00 250.00
Spring Ceilidh 0.00 640.85 1,200.00
Fall Ceilidh 0.00 0.00 2,000.00
Christmas Party 0.00 0.00 0.00
Misc. expenses 0.00 35.71 500.00

Total 842.78$       24,618.42$  31,275.00$ 

Revenue less expenses ($24.39) 2,658.48$    75.00$        

Account balances Beginning     Ending   Change

Checking 3,615.98$    3,510.20$    (105.78)$     
Money Market 18,029.75 17,869.84 (159.91)
CD Crescent 12,980.77 13,001.91 21.14
CD Crescent 9,315.90 9,335.60 19.70
Burns Bldg Fund 1,025.33 1,225.79 200.46

Total 44,967.73$  44,943.34$  ($24.39)  
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Parting Shot: Brig O’ Doon 

   

 

Newnan Carnegie Library  
 

The City of Newnan will celebrate the reopening 
of the Newnan Carnegie Library (circa 1903) 
with a week of activities to welcome the citizens 
back to their newly restored library located on 
the Square in beautiful and historic downtown 
Newnan. 
  
The festivities will begin on Tuesday, 
September 15, at 5:30pm with a performance 
by a Scottish Country Dancing troupe from 
LaGrange in the Greenville Street Park.  At 
6:15pm, Michael Scott, a local bag piper, will 
lead the “March of the Tartans” through 
downtown Newnan beginning at the Greenville 
Street Park and ending at the Newnan Carnegie 
Library located on the Court Square. A ribbon 
cutting and short program will follow with 
remarks by Michael Cross of the Scottish 
Education Authority.  Local admirers of Robert 
Burns will be  presenting the Newnan Carnegie 
Library with some of the works of “The Bard.”    
  
Members of the Burns Club of Atlanta have 
been invited to participate in the “March of 
the Tartans.”  If you are interested in 
participating, please call John Thrasher at 
770.328.3991 or email him at 
john.thrasher@numail.org. 
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Twas Na Her Bonie Blue E'e 

By Robert Burns 1795 
(Song to the tune of Laddie, lie near me.) 
 
 
Twas na her bonie blue e'e was my ruin,  
Fair tho' she be, that was ne'er my undoin';  
'Twas the dear smile when nae body did mind us,  
'Twas the bewitching, sweet, stown glance o' 
kindness:  
'Twas the bewitching, sweet, stown glance o' 
kindness.  
 
Sair do I fear that to hope is denied me,  
Sair do I fear that despair maun abide me,  
But tho' fell fortune should fate us to sever,  
Queen shall she be in my bosom for ever:  
Queen shall she be in my bosom for ever.  
 
Chloris, I'm thine wi' a passion sincerest,  
And thou hast plighted me love o' the dearest!  
And thou'rt the angel that never can alter,  
Sooner the sun in his motion would falter:  
Sooner the sun in his motion would falter. 


