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GETHSEMANE.

The yriad passions of naculate universc
are conccntrate

To point of absolute: tineless does instant
of eternity hold

L11 act: ponderous on hunan nind lies cold

The ormiscience of God. The heart of love
alone and desolate,

Racked with an infinite sorrow, before
the Godhead lies prostrate

Mouiently, terribly, is the Godhcad bowed.
Tears rolled

Froi eyes, seecing done by hating world
sins untold

While loving fingers untie the knot at
heaven's gate.

J. M.
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Prudence has directed that the St. Michael's
College Magazine for I957 be "home-made"; and we leawe our
readers to judge, whether or no the label is, as so oftem,
a guarantee of quality. We confidently predict that
copies will sell "like hot cakes".

Our sincere thanks are due to contributors who
responded generously to the call for articles; and while
we congratulate those whose articles hawve been accepted,
we sympathise with those whose choice of subject was con-
sidered unsuitable: we refer to the anonymous writers of
such articles as "The Compleat Baggy Minnow Catchers"
Guide"; "A Dissertation on Boiled Cod"; "On Finding a
Newt in My Bathwater" (Ode); "Making your own Whisky-
at home"; "Printing Your Own: Money" etc.

Our correspondence items should prove of partic-
ular interest to pupils past and present.

On this occasion we have no need to thank. our
advertising agents, but next year, we hope, their task
will he no sinecure.
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ST. NMICHAEL, OUR PATRON.

How do we rcgard our Patron ? Do we think of hin
simply as an archangcl aftcr whom the school is named for
some vague rceason 9 A few worcnts! reflection will convince
us that we arc highly privileged in having the Prince of
Angcls as our Patrone.

Pirstly, consider thc origin of that momentous
Battle in Hcavene Having crcatcd the angels, God tested
their loyalty beforc permitting thom to cnjoy theo Beatifie
Vision: Hc rcvealed to them, some thoologians suggest, the
futurc Incarnation of the Son of God and the Coronation of
Mary, His Mothcr, as Qucen of the Angclse This test, how-
ever, proved too much for somc of the angels, for they rc-
belled at the thousht of human naturc being »referrcd to
theirs. The proudest of them was Lucifer, whose war-cry, "I
will not strve," was adopted by the rchellious angclse
Meanwhile, having knclt beforc the Thronc of God, another
great Archangcl, vowing uncnéing love and allczionce, went
forward to lcad thc hcavenly hosts into battlc with the Cry,
"Mi-cha-el," which mcans, "who is like to God ?" Having
crushed Satan, Ste. Michacl drove him and his accurscd fol-
lovcrs into Hcll. In this way thc grecat Prince became the
"first gonerzl" or champion of Gods He cen also be temicd
the "first Christian", sinec he was first to cdorc the Word—
made-Flcsh: and he was, in a special woy, the "first apos-
tle," as hc taught thc angcls the ncws of the Saviour and
His blesscd Mothoer. Such is thc story of St. lMichecl, our
Patron.

For many, thc story of Sts Michacl cnds therce
Yet his story, bogun before time was, will continue till
time shall be no 1ore. Let us think of thc tiwnes he is
mentioncd in the Bible. Traditionally it was hc who stood
at thc gate of Eden, with o flanming sword, after the cx-
pulsion of Adam cnd Eve. At thce dcfeat of Scnnacherib
may wc not assumc that the heavenly intervention on bchalf
of Isracl camc from angcls scrving uncder St. Michacl's
banncr ? Danicl and Zacharias sncak of an angcl whonl com-
mentators belicve to be St. lMichacl, cs do mony other 01d
Testament authors. It was the Cclestial Prince, Michael,
who alded Judas lMacchabcocus to defeat his cncuicse From
carlicst times, thcrcforc, St. Michacl has playecd a pro-
minent role as Dcfender of God's pcoplces

lIorc modern history has proved that he renains
the protector of Christians and the Guardian Angel of the




Church. Christians have often acknowledged that it was
through his intercession that they have defeated pagans. He
helped Constantine the Creat tc defeat lMaxentius, and appear—
ed to the Emperor after the combat. In the 15th Century,

at the intercecssion of the Blessed Virgin, St. Michael cham-
pioned the cause of Christianity over the Turks. St. Joan

of Arc ascribcd her vocation and victoxies to him. At all
times, zeal for God's honour has been his guiding principle.

There is a well-known prayer to him at the end of
Mass, which owes its origin to a vision, given to Pope Leo
XIII. of Satan and his demons fighting against the Church.
Thercafter the holy Pontiff composed the prayer, invoking
St. Michael, "to safecguard us against thce wickedncss and
snares of the devil.® The Church has always vencrated him
and, thercfore, appointed two speceial feasts, May 8th., the
Apparition of St. Michacl, and Septeriber 29th., thce Dedica-
tion of St. Michael, on which day our school assembles in
St. Mary's Church, Irvine, to assist at Holy llass in his
honour. Both feasts have very intercsting origins. The
first commemorates the apparition of the saint on lit. Apulia,
near Siponte in Italy. There he asked the local bishop to
promote devotion to the Angels, promising in rcturn protec-
tien to those who prayed at that place. The sccond feast
was the result of the apparition of St. Michael at lit. Ger-
gan. Pope Boniface built & Basilica on the site of the
ancient Circus Maximus to honour the Archangel. It is on
the anniversary of the dedication of this Basilica that the
fecast is held.

In addition to feasts thcre are many special shrines
dedicated to our Patron throughout the world; and I should
lilte to rcfer to two: The "Michaelion" which Constantinc
built; and "Mont St. Michel®, his most historiec shrine in
Prance. It is intcrcsting to note that as a result of the
widc—-spread devotion o St. Michael, many citiecs and towns
have placed themselves under his protecetion. Notable among
thesc arc Lecds, in whosc centre stands a large statue
of St. Iichael, and Dumfries, whose Academy's coat of
armms includes the sword of our Patron.

Iastly, let us consider St. lMichacl as Patron of
our School. The motto, "Aeterna non Caduca" mecaning
"Eternal not Perishable Things" is appropriate, for he has
alweys championed the everlasting, by defeating the worldly
and un—-Godly. He has spceially cndcared himsclf to the
Congregation of the Most Holy Cross and Passion, and to
those under their care. It is related that when St. Paul




of the Cross, founder of the Order, was building 2 church at
Monte Argentaro, villagers came by night, prompted by the
dcvil, to demolish it. Onc night, however, they found the
Archangel, standing over the half-built church with o blazing
sword; terrificd, they £led, leaving Paul to complcte the Sanc-
tuary for the Blesscd Secrament. This carncd St. ilichaecl the
titlc of Champion of the Passionists.

So if we remain his faithful followers, practising
his humilty and zeal in God's scrvicc, we can be confidcnt
of his hel» not only during life but in our final strugglc.
A3 he fought and conquercd Satan long 2go, he still hclps us
by whispering "Mi-cha-e¢l" to counter our pride and the tenpte
ings of the devil., In the words of our school hymn, St.
Michacl will

"Aid us in our strife,
Chase afar thc hosts of cvil,
Till we roach the land of life."
Sadic Melillan VI.
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SCHOOL DIARY.

AUGUST. School rcopencd August 27th. Therc was the usual
Influx of necw pupils with hopeful countcnances and new
uniforms. Somc of the teachers werc also new to us: Miss
MeKinstery, Mr, Smith and Mr. Hunter. Our principal teacher
of Clessies, Mr. Craig has gone to a similar post in
St. Patrick!s, Coctbridzce. The best of luck.to him!?

The Auld Allianee still holds, for our new French ass—
istant, lMonsicur Varigny has arrived from France. May his
year in Scotland be a happy one!

SEPTEMBER, Two inspcctors, Mr. Rankin (Music) and Mr. Cruik-
shank (P.T.) lookcd in to sce if wec were alive and found us
up and doing. Fr. Urban, C.P., on a visit from Bechuanaland
gave us o most stimulating talk on the Mission. The photo-
srapher tock us while we werc still looking checry and a

few days later we ceclebratcd St., Michael's Feast. Thcre

was 2 sung lass (Missa Brevissima), a scrmon on our patron
Seint by Father Walker, and last but not least, a half hol-
iday.

T Ll



OCTORER. We hed good news of a projected School Pilgrin-

ngc to Lourdes in 1958, and we opened a Savings Bank. The
Silver Jubilee of Miss Brosnen and Miss Wade in St. Michael's!
They rceeived presentetions from the Staff,

Morc officials! The Geogrephy Inspector and the Classics
discovered our prowess in thcse subjocts, and Miss Pringle,
Carcers' adviscr opened our ninds to future possibilities.

Back to religion! Fr. Knowlcs, a Servite pricst, gave
e, t2lk to the Senior boys on vocations to the Religious Life.

¥r. Craig's prescntation was held at the end of the
nonth followed by a welconc nid-ternm holiday till Nov. 5th.

NOVEMBER. This nonth is always interesting es we start the
Christass partics. The Senior Dance begen the festivitics.
The Dining Hall was converted into a gay Paleis do Densc

by the skill of Mr. Leishian and his tean, and therc rad-
iant crerturcs far rcenowved fron uniformed school girls
trippcd on the light fantastic toc with their norec soberly
clad partners. Party followed party - Sccond Year, Prinary,
First Year and Third Year with equal gusto and cnjoynent,

if not with equal grace - and the last day of all was Dcc.
21st whcen we began our Christnes holidays.

JANUARY. Soon after rcopcning, Mr. Snith left us for St.
Joscph's, Kilnmarnock, and Mr. Hughes took up duty as Principal
Teacher of Classics.

We sew Mr. Kennedy, Deputy Director of Education on
business bent - visions of our ncw school!

"Fast they cone, fast they cone,

Sce how they gather!™
That ncans the Tnspeetors! We had Mr. Holnes, H.M. District
Inspector, Miss Beveridge (Honmecraft), Mr. Ferguson (History),
Mr. Taylor (English), Mr. Rankin (Music), Wr. W. McDonald
(Maths. ), Mr. I. McDonald (Geography). What a nonth!

MARCH. The "Highcrs" hegan with Fr. Welker as invigilator,
and whilc the Fifth and Sixth were suffering the third de-
gree, a few lucky lads went off with Mr. Medine to view =
fectory at Dalry. Better still, when the cxens were over
the whole school turncd out to sec the film "Moby Dick", a
picture that to nany secned megnificent and thrilling, %o
sonic terrifying and grucsonc.

Checers! A Junior Teen won sccond place in Verse
spcelking at Ayr Festival.




APRIL. It brought the I.Q. Tcsts for Prinnry Pronotion
crndidatcs end it nlso brought the "Highers" for Honceraft
pupils.

Eight scnior pupils with Mr. Mullen attended » Confer-
ence on Melaya for scniors held in Ayr Acadeny.

Deeutiful weather ushered in the Easter Holideys and
continucd for the duration so that we rcturncd to school
on April 30th exhileratced aftcer ~ splendid vacation.

MAY. May brings in spccial devotions and a dailly hymm to

Our Ledy which we always render with great gusto. It

brought this tine a French end Spsnish H.M.I. 1o test the
proficicney of S.L.C. candidatcs in their "parlez-vous' and
"GO0 cstd?" Nor did exeninntions cnd therc, for the Prinary
VII pupils hed tc cndurc the grilling cxperience of Prinary
Promotion Exanination and on the sanc day pupils of the Fifth
Yeor sat for their PFinal Religious Exenination.

"Nursing as o Carcer" was tho subject of a very instruc-
tive telk given by Miss Dewhurst to the Scnior Girls and wc
hope that soric of thein will choosc to devote their liwes to
this noblc work.

The yearly Mission Drive rouscd the usual cnthusiasn
sziong 2ll classcs in school and they vicd with onc anothcr in
reising funds. Raffles, tuck shops, graiophonc recitals,
Cafd Scientifique” and so forth were the order of thc day
but the finecncial results were nost gratifying .

This ersimicd term has many inportant cvents still to
cornc. Short Retrcats will be given to Boys and Girls by a
Passionist Fether and the Genernl Religious Ixanination is
yct to conc. A Flannel Dance will set the Scniors agog
soric tinc in Junc and the sane nonth will bring the Annual
Sports with their usual kecn House Competition.

Finally, ncer thc closing date we hold the Annual Prizc
Giving wherc henours arc conferred and necrit rewarded.

The Collcge will closc for swuicr holidays on July 2nd and
we shall go off with the knowledge of another ycar's study
and sport bchind us in 01d St. Michacl's.

LJAVRE S
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Passionist Fathers,

4 Wendo Grove,
East St. Kilda,
MELBOURNE.

Dear Pupils of St. Michacl's,

It is a grcat joy to mc to hear that
you are to producc a school naegazine. During nmy scven
happy ycars in Scotland it was my privilcge to be associa-
ted with the great work. donc at St. lMichacl's by giving
Retreats to you, by attending your cxcellent stage produc-
tions, by becing present at your prize givings, or mcrely
by mecting you in ordinary lifc. Your school has had =
rccord of which it mey be proud and has in 2ll sphcres of
activity been truec to its motto "Acterna non Caduca'.

Sister Paulinc has asked me to tell you some-
thing about myseclf sincc leaving Scotland. Ve left
Tilbury Docks, London, a2t 3 p.mn. on a cold, danp day -
January 2nd - on the 28,000'tcn "S.8. '"Orcades'. 3By the
next morning we were being tossed around the Bay of Discay.
Most of thec passengers were a little ill for the first
three days, but then canmc caln and sunshine as we moved
south to the sun at the rate of 550 milcs per day. Our
first stop was at Las Palmas, the capital of Grand Cenary
Island, on the morning of Sunday, January 6th. We spent
the whole day on the Spenish island, which is entirely
Catholic. 41l the churchcs werc packed for the celebra-
tion of the Feast of thce Epipheny. The whole island was
cclebrating a real ficsta. One feature of the celebra-
tion which particularly imprcsscd us was the procession
through the strects in which three proninent citizcns
werc dressed up as the Wise Mcn frou the East. This pro-
ccssion entered the Cathedral for the Solernn High Mass at
12 noon. The children brought all their Christnas toys
to Church to bc blesscd. 41l the aftcrnoon the Spanish
boys and g irls performed the traditional. dignified ~nd
modest dances in the great squares of the city.

We had a long ten day journey down the West
coast of Africe to our next stop - Capc Town. This is
literally = land of flowers and I certainly mever realised
it was so beautiful. After ten morc days on the Indian
Occen, during which we saw no land, wc caught sight of the
land of thc Southern Cross, entcring Freemantle on January
25th. We spent all that day touring the Swan River and
cxplored the city of Perth. We were most impressed by the
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material prosperity which faced us everywhere. There were
no long lines of houses of the same design. All the houses
were entirely detached and built according to the plan of
the owner. The new University of Perth is probably one of
the most beautiful in the world. All these sights were
made more wonderful because seen on a cloudless day with a
temperature of 104°. Adelaide, where we also spent some
hours, is a carefully planned city (like lMelbourne where I
am now residing). We sailed under the world-famous Sydney
harbour bridge at 7 a.m. on February lst. This is probably
the most beautiful natural harbour in the world. We were
glad to be at our destination but rather sad at parting from
the many good friends we had made on board ship.

It is very difficult in a short time to give my
general impressions of Australia. The vastness of the
country is what strikes one; its coastline is 14,000 miles
long (the sane distance as London to Sydney.) Sydney is
much more an American type of city than the others and has
magnificent surfing beaches north and south of it. Australia
is a young country - a land of the future - with wvast un-
touched riches. It has a.population of 9z milliom people and
could support 100,000,000. 100,000 people enter each year
from England, Scotland, Ireland, Italy, Holland, Poland,
Ukraine, Hungary, and many other places. Many of them have
left the latest Communist regimes and come here to begin
life in this land of hope. I have sat in homes and listened
to stories of life in Siberia and of daring escapes from that
place of horror, I have heard gruesome tales from victims of
concentration camps who have come here to forget the night-
mare that has gone and to try to begin life again here.
Australians are kind, friendly, hospitable people, proud of
their "lovely morning land", glad to welcome strangers.
Because it is a rich country and still has much undeveloped
territory, people tend to take life easy - at least away
from the bigger cities.

Catholic boys and girls in Australia hawe not the
opportunities you have. Australia has State schools and
Private schools., state schools are built, staffed, and
maintained by the State. Pupils in the Secondary State
schools and universities pay, but this is subsidised by the
Government. The Catholic Church (one-fifth of the total
population) has firmly adhered to its private schools. Cat-
holics have to build, maintain, staff these schools, pay
2ll the teachers' salaries without a penny from the State.

This is a heavy burden because they also have to pay tax
to cupport the State achools whieh they do not 11se. I
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think. the Australian Catholics are to be congratulated on
the magnificent work they are doing in continuing their
educational system under such difficult conditions. This
is made possible mainly through the brothers and nuns. All
schools in the cities and large towns are staffed hy bro-
thers and nuns. A special Australian congregation of nuns
(Josephites) was founded to go and live in communities of
two in the very small towns so thet there could be Catholic
schools everywhere. Auvstralian parents then are sacrific-
ing much ‘o educate thzir children, and the children them-
selves must co-operate with the parents in these sacri-
fices.

From the land of the Southern Cross I scnd my
sincerest wish that this new magazine may make you pupils
conscious of your ability, ever mindful of past pupils
who hawe helped to mak:s your Alms later the great centre
of education -that it is, and ever grateful tc the good sis-
ters and other teachers who labour so unselfishly to fit
you for the battle of life. May St. Michael, warrior of
God, help you in producing a magazine that will help the
cause of Christ in your school.

Wishing yvou every blessing,

(FATHER) AQUINAS, C. P.

THE PSYCHOLOGIST.

I wonder what you thought of a2s you read that word
"Psychologist"? Did it comjure up pictures of a patient
on & couch in a psychiatrist's consulting room? While the
patient lies flat with eyes closed, hands clasped om
stomach, the psychliatrist urges him Vo relax and "keep
talking" to reveal his hidden thoughts and fears. Then
when the psychiatrist has daken copious notes and made
wonderful calculations he says in deep mysterious tones,
"Well, Mr. Smith, I can see clearly now the reason for your
continual sleep-walking. It can all be traced back to the
age of six months when you were accidentally locked in a2
dark cupboard. Your Subconscious tells us also that since
that time you hawve hardoured a deep hiddeir resentment
agrinst your father. You hated all your teachers at school
...etc. etc." 4And at the end of a complicated diagnosis the
happy psychiatrist collects o fat fee in guineas =2nd the
unhappy patient goes on sleep-walking! This, unfortunately,
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is the quitec mistaken impressiorn so many pcoplc have of the
busincss of psychology and its mcthods, - an imprcssion
obtaincd from Hollywood films and popular magazincss

Psychologists and psychiatrists arc very far
indcecd from thc ridiculous or glamorous all-knowing
characters so often portrayecd in the films. They are
rcally painstaking scicntists cngagcd in scrious and
unglamorous work with those who have run into difficultics in
their day-to-day living and who nced cxpert hol? - he¢lp
from pceplc who have made it their specicl life's work
to study the human mind and personality in all its various
aspcetse

Therc arc four main branches of psychology at the
precscent time,

1. Child Psychology which dcals with childrcen and
cducational problcrss

2e Abnormal Psychology which is mainly conccrncd with
helping adults suffering some form of mental
illncsse

3a Industricl Psychology which is made usc of in Industry
and opcrates in the sclcetion and training of workers.
Managaments now usc psychologists to help choosc the
right man for thc right job and to work out thc most
cfficicnt way of doing particular typcs of works This
is a rapidly cxponding branch of psychology and the
opcnings and opportunitics for thosc intercsted arc

any and varicdes

4, Social Psychology which is mainly coneccrncd with
rcscarch into the bechaviour and rcactions of pcople
in groups and nations. It is knowlcdge of this
branch of psychology which dirccts propaganda in
modern warfarce. Hitler and Stalin werc masters in
social psychology which thcy uscd with such disastrous
cffeets in manocuvring wholc nations to do their
bidding without gucstions It is a knowlcdge of
social and individual psychology, too, which cnablcs
manufacturers to scll their products on the grond
scalc with skilful advcrtisinge Cosmctic makers
know well how to cash in on feminine "inferiority
complcxes" by promising film star complexions "if
you usc our new face crcam." And who uscs psychology
to morc advantagc than the pedlars of the popular
"pop" rccords with thcir fan clubs and gimmicks to
fosteor the hero worship of the particular singer they
arc "sclling" ? All this is to show that psychology is
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not as you may have thought confined to the psychiatrist's
couch. It is used (not always wisely) in ever-increasing
-spheres of modern living.

Psychology though still only in its infancy as
a science is already so far=-reaching in its application
to modern living that it is impossible to give more than
a mere idea of its possibilities and ever-extending activ-
ities. If I mention only a few of the jobs advertised in
a recent circular to members of the British Psychological
Society, some idea will be grasped of the openings there
are for those who may intend to become psychologists.

There is an advertisement from a well-known
international tyre company for a psychologist for their
Personnel Service to help develop methods of selection of
Staff in Britain and abroad. The Ministry of Supply invites
applications for a psychologist to help with the design of
military equipment "in order to obtain the greatest effic-
iency, comfort and safety in the operation of such equip-
ment. The army asks for psychologists to help in the
mental testing of new recruits and in the selection of
suitable men for officer training. There is an advertise-
ment for work in the Prison Service in testing and classify-
ing prisoners. There are numerous appointments in hospit-
als - General and Mental hospitals and in Out Patient Clinics.
Lastly, applications are invited from psychologists to work
in the School Health Service in Child Guidance Clinics.

This is a service mainly concerned with educational and
home problems.

Educational Psychology, as we call this latter
branch, studies ways of selecting pupils for the Courses
in school for which they are best suited. It also tries
to discover the most effective methods of learning and
teaching and aims to help pupils who have found difficulty
in their lives in school and home. If difficulties are
straightened out in childhood, much heartbreak, conflict
and waste of talent can be avoided in adult life.

I shall end with a word about training in psy-
chology. At present the pre-requisite for most work in
this field is a degree in psychology from a university.
If., for instance. you wish to become an Educational Psycho-
logist in the Child Guidance Service, you mist first have
obtained a general degree, M. A, or B.Sc., from a university.
You then proceed to study for the degree of Bachelor of
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Education {Ed.B.) which is an Honours Degree extending

over not less than two years' study, but usually occupying
three or four years. Thls 1s essentially a degree for
those who intend to teach at least for a time. Part of

the degrec may be taken while training at Jordanhill or
Notre Dame Training College, where, incidentally, the
student can have access to one of the finest Child Guidance
Clinics in Europe. Before the degree can be awarded,

the candidate must have completed a course of training as

a teacher. Before he or she is accepted for training

or work in the Child Guidence Service in Scotland, some years
of teaching expericnce are required. In faet, one can
study for the Ed.B. while teaching, by attending University
Classes after school hours. Generally speaking, it takes
at least six to eight years from the time one leaves

school befofe one can qualify as an Educational Psycholog-
ist.

There is also the Honours M.A. in Psychology
which can be taken without a previous degree and the study for
which can be begun as soon as the student is admitted te
University. This requires no teaching experience and
would eventually lead, with training, to work in Industrial
and Social fields rather than to Child Psychology. Therc
are, too, some forms of Personnel and Industrial work
where a Social Science Diploma and subsequent training in
the Pocrsonnel Department of o factory can lead to inter-
esting and well-paid jobs in the industrial field.

If you have not been put off by the formidable
amount of work and study described above (perhaps it was
bad psychology to emphasise this ¢ pupils living in the
dread atmosphere of the "Highers®) and you are interested
in people and how they live, and prepared to secek eut
patiently the good in 2ll, you are on the way to making a
psychologist. Yeu will find that psychology is hard work
but very worth while.

MONICA TIPPING, (Kilbirnie)

THE BOTTOM RUNG OF THE LADDER.

I shall always remcmber my first year at a secondary
school. In the top class of the primary, my classmates
and I had enjoyed a certain importance. But, on
arriving ot the secondary department, we found ourselves

once more on the bottom rung of the ladder, and again, we
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were treated like five-vear-olds by the "superior" second
years. When I first entered my new school, my feeling of
anticipation was quickly changed to one of cold, chilling
fear. One soon grows accustomed to the atmospherc, but

on ny first day, an insignificant little girl, I found my
new surroundings austere and awful. The other new girls
were asking questions such as —~ "How does one do Geometry?h,
"will Latin be easy?! - we all know the answers to both of
these questions now: Geometry is done by studying theorems
constantly and Latin 1is not easy.

We settled down to our work, although we were
regarded scornfully by the upper classes. At first, we
were a 1little confused by having different teachers for
cach subject. In a fow weeks we were proudly airing our
newly-acquired knowledge of French and Latin, much to the
disgust of our elders. The months sped past in this new
routine. Suddenly it was the summer term, and we were
vying with one another for the top place in the class ex-
aninations. Much to my surprise I obtained this envied
position. (The performance has never been repeated!)

We returned to school after the summer holidays,
full of confidence because we were now “second years, and
full of arrogent toleration of the "new arrivals" who had
stepped in to take our recently-vacated places. As "gec-
ond years" we were entitled to participate in the very
unceromonious "baptism" of these "new arrivals." We
shricked with laughter at the drenched figures, at the
game time trying to suppress feelings cf plty, and remem—
bering similar occurrences still freeh in our memories.

As the echoesg of those far-off girlish volces
ring in my ears, my thoughts are turned from the past to
the future. T am about to leave the "warm precincts" of
& sheltered school life, the name-tag of school-girl, and
the blue and gold uniforn. From the dlzzy heights of VIth
Year, I am about to step on to the bottom rung of yet an-
other, much longer ladder, and once again I am filled with
the same anticipation as before. I wonder if thls feel-
ing will be changed again to awe, when 1 take up my new
station in life and begin all over again. I have bene-
Tited from my previous experience, and I hope that it has
helped to prepare me for my next session on the bottom
rung of the ladder.

Moira Freer VI.
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THE _GIPSIES.

There's some gipsies who live near the farm,
Whom I always go to see

To ask them what their music brings,

From lands across the sea.

I wonder what would happen,

If at night I sent to see

The gipsies round the camp-fire
Meking billy-cans of tea.

The gipsies are so jolly

That when they go away

I'll never hear that music

From lands across the sea. CARLA BIAGI.
Pr. VII

THE  UMBRELLA.

When a fellow's umbrella,
Quarrels with the wind.
He holds it fast

Until the blast

Just blows it outside in.

The he admires

The broken wires

And saunters home
Among the rain.

He murmurs with a sigh
And wonders why

He's not so dry.

BENJAMIN CUNNINGHAM.
Er. V1
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I have a little brother called Tom Kilfeather,
Aind you'd never believe he is such a blether.

He was fifth in: the class

But he wonders if he'll pass

My worried little brother called Ton Kilfeather.

Pat Kilfeather. Pr. V.

There was an old lady called Tring,
And she always wanted to sing,

She sang so loud

That she burst a cloud

That poor old lady naned Tring.

Mary Philips. Pr. V.
There was a wee girl called Annie
Who couldn't play the Pianny.
She eried and she cried

As long as she tried,
Thet poor little girl called Annie.

Kristen Liwingstone. Pr. V.

MY FRIEND.

I have a fricnd and his name is Brian. We both like
the picturcs and he is a bit better at sums than 1« But
I can often beat hin at spelling. He does not like it.
When we are at drill we sitay near each other. He thinks
he can fight me but I can knock hin out. He has fair hair
and a blue and gold belt which I like and he sits quite

near ne in class.
Edward Lawless. Pr. IV.

THE FOX AND THE GRAPES.

4 fox wandered into a vineyard one day. He saw
bunches of grapes hanging above his head. He junped up to
rcach thern. He was unable to reach then because they were
too high. He gawe up the attenpt when he was tired. He
said that they were sour anyway.

Alex McGhee. Pr. V.




g
A

/L/?

Rl I e S e U o <
Lt
it e
By |

i
]

1961, 1962,...? When? Wc know not. The pur-
chasc of the Conwvent field by thce Education Committcc has
lct us know at lcast the sitec of our new building. Ru-
nour hes it that work will begin in 1958. Haste the day!
It is now close on eightecn yecars since that disastrous
dey when St. Michacl's College went up in flanes, to be
rcplaccd, in bits and picces, by a nuiber of huts. How
nany unflattering adjectives hawe been uscd to describe
that motley collcection. But, to the future....

Let us enter the handsone doorway, surnounted
by a becautiful life-size crucifix worked in. a contrasting
stone. in clegently penclled entrance hall nects our
geze end there before us, our old faithful St. Michacl.

"In the night of God he trarples,

On the¢ dragon's head sphorred."
Rencriber when we stood in the corricdor of the old build-
ing, survcying our renks cvery norning. This is o finer
sctting for our virilc saint and our hcarts arc uplifted
as we look on hin oncc more and proudly renenber we are
undcr his patronage.

“"Guerd us in the day of battle - thou Prince

of the Heevenly Host".

L ncat signboard on the wall points the way to
the Hesdnistress's roon, Secretary's roon, Staff roons,
classroous, etc. We turn to the right and open the first
door; a largc sunny rooil, painted in cheerful, warn toncs,
overlooks the Playground and thc Primary school - our
0ld "main building". Teking a look into the next roon
we sec the obvious signs of the Maths. Departnent. Models
of georietric figures, parabolas and graphs of all kinds,
dcilonstrations of Pythagoras arc illustrated on the wall.
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‘Memories of Mr., Laird — "Remember, girls, three theorems

and a deduetion and you're throgég". Opposite this,
glory bel! — Boys' gymnasiulla es of dull, dismal days
in the dining hall and cold, blustery days on the Moor.
Morc classrooms and then — Janitor's Room. We must sece
this, but be careful - look out, in case we are scalded
by steam. What! No gas ring? No boiling kettle? No
dripping cups? Speechless, we turn ‘away. St. Michael's
is not what it was. The present pupils have missed muchl
The continual darting between Janitor's xoom and the
cubby hole of a staff roond Ah nel

Upstairs nowe. What's this? One, two, three,
yes - no, foure. Four science rooms - laboratories. lre
Teahy, we can be sure, is having a foretaste of heaven;
sure %oo that he feels like the fellow in Keats' "On
Chapmnan's Homer" (wec never could get "spots" or renember
quotations) as he "stood on a'peck in Darien". Look
around., Mirebile Dictul A silver screen, projector (Do
not touch), dark room, voltage points for A.C. and D.C. =

- everything that even Mr. Medine could want, Let us tear

ourselves away to see further wonders. Ha, a music room

“for Sister Marie Callista; no more rolling pianos round

the school;.there, in the corner, a beautiful radiogran

‘and violins, cello, oboe, trumpets — instruments for a

school orchestra. We ‘can hear Sister say "Deo Gratias",.

Then a Geography roon with globes, maps, papier mache models
of land and sea. On again; but queer — what's this?

There's an atnosphere about this room., Hushi Can you

sense it? Yes — of course, the History room. Over there

on the table, a nodel — "A nediacval village. Made by the
pupila of 2N.L., 1963", As we leave we can hear a voice -

"You nust be logical about it. History is «....".

: Ladies? Staff Room. Miss Wade, Miss Brosnan
and Miss Whiston are still going strong. More power to
then! There must be Spirits hovering round of those that
were only nanes to us = Miss Iarkin and Miss O'Halloran
anongst then. More class rooms, Commerecial room,

Doriestic Seienee rooms, Library, Technical Workshops are
211 there, and then — what on earth arc we coning 1to?

The rising generation! Senior pupils' Connon Roome. Is
this where all the hard work goes on, the blood, the toil,
the tears, the sweat, the cramning and the preparation
for the S.L.C.? Or is it the toil, the sweat of Quickstep
and Rock'n Roll for Christnas Parties?! Move on, squares
and egg~heads! =
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Downstairs again. More classroons and then -
the Girls' Gymnasiun = how twenty years of lady gyn teach-—
‘ers sigh, "At last!" Before us now, a double door,
unnarked. What's this? Cautiously we take a peep and
blink! A vast cxpansc stretches befoxe us '— Hallelujah!
Sing a Te Deun! = A Hall, an Assenbly Hall, with a stage,
a proper stage, wings, curtains and all. How the eyes of
Sister Eugenius and Miss Wade nust have gleaned when they
saw 1%, visions of play after playl And Sister Franeis -
how excellently would her vewxse_apéaking choirs have
perforned hare.

nbove tho stage, a rolled up filn sereen, here
a large T.V, prasjection screen - ah, too mmch, too nuch!
We can scarcecly bear the strain, the possibilities we
visualise overcone us - Altak, lMass, Retrecats, Morning
Praycrs, Prize Givings, Concerts, Christnas Parties. How
aolighted we should have been. Menories crowd on usj; oi
prayers in the corridor and ecloakroons of the old
building; of First Fridays and Feasts with girls singing
and boys not singing, and Miss Wade and Miss Brosnan,
aided by Mre. Craig and lMre Maguire, trying to rally then
on to the nusic.echoing fron the piayroan, of concecrts
in the Ritz; of prize giving and .speeches and snell of
food in the Dining Hall; of Mre Leishnan's decorations;
of the crowded Calcdonian Hall with the noisc and bustle
of traffiec fron the busy strect bulow.

Enough, enough! Our 1maginations and mumories
arc carrying us awaye. Let us, too, away with happy
thoughts of happy days, of our collcagues, our teachers,
all in the legions of St. Michael.

"Flanes the victor cross before us,

. Graspéd in Michael's dauntless hand.™

_ P.P. (irdrossan)

MACARONIC.

. Uidi puerun elimb up a trec.
Ingens crat and quite as big as e,
Conatus capere a pussy cat.
Quac erat pinguis, quae erat fat,
Ascendit usque ad surmun twige
Et illo tempore fecit a jig.
0 stulte puer, O ignave fool.
Cecidit statin in sordidun pool.
Thonas Freer IITI.A.
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OUR COMPETITION.

We have been assured by our Pusiness Monoger
that no modern magazine can be profitably carricd on with-
out a Competition Section offering Handsome Prizes. Ve
devoted much time, therefore, to a search for a suitable
competition for our avid and prize-hungry reoders. Re-
menbering, painfully;, the incredible devotion of the Staff
to culture, we were convinced that if we got from each
menber a favourite quotation from the poets;, cach quote
would inevitably be a characteristic choice. It is to be
regretted that for reasons of pure cowordice our corres-
pondent was unwilling to approach all the Staff menbers.
Nevertheless, we fee@l that the quotations are fairly re-
prescntative. Assign ecach quotation to its proper source
among the members of the Staff. For the first all-correct
solution opened by the Editor before June, 1987, the
Magazine will award one frece (almost fulli packet of
Potato Crisps.

Mistresses.

I perfectly apprehend the perilous nature of my
convictions,

but I am prepared to zgo to the stcke
For Shakespeare or Milton. (Stephen Smith.)

She can knit with cunning wit
And dress the homely dishes. (George Meredith)

Crebbed Age and Youth cannot live together.
(Shakespeare)

And so along the wall by the straight cut
to the €onvent. (Brovming)

And Frensh she spak ful faire and fetisly.
(Chaucer) .

Out, dammed spot! (Shakespeare)
Though you should make my tears to start,
You choirs of soul-less nightingales.

(G. Rostrevor Hamilton)

0 Mary, canst thou wreck his peace,
Wha for thy sake wad gladly dec? (Burns)
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I'1l put a girdle round about the earth
In forty minutes. (Shakespeare)

A cap of flowers and a kirtle
Erbroidered all with leaves of myrtle.(C. Marlowe)

The hungry Judges soon the sentence sign,
And wretches hang that jurymen may-dine! (Pope)

And who tought Thec rhetoric
To dececive a maid? (C. Marlowe)

He had small Latin oand less Greck. (Ben Jonson.)
Is this & lager that I sec before me,
The handle towards my hond?

(Shakesperre - corrupt text)

Double, double, toil and trouble;
Fire, burn; and, cauldron, bubble. (Shakespearc)

I am a gentleman in 2 dust coat
Trying to make you hear. (J. C. Ronsom)

The plonks look warped. (S. Taylor Coleridge)
Hork! Hork! the lark. (Sheokespeare.)

Like o dismal cirgue
Of Druid stones upon a forlorn moor. (Kecats)

Point the soul; never mind the le%s and ar?s.
Brovming

0 for o beocker full of thc warm South. (Keats)

Plecse, sir! your thumbes are through my
wind pipe, sir! (Browning)

Back to his book then; deceper drooped his head;
Calculus racked him. EBrowning)

Such late was Walsh,the Muses' judge and friend,
tho justly knew to blamec or to commend. (Pope)

"MLICITY MULLEN, Vi.
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A PASSENGER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE.

I ann one of that lucky group of people who work
at a busy International Airport. I say lucky, becausc
without doubt, I have one of the most inlcresting jobs
in the world. However, please do.not inagine that ny work
is all play; ninety per cent is very hard worke. '

I an employed by the American Air Force in the
Militaxy Air Transport Office situated in the Airport
Hotel Booking Offiec, as A "Passenger Service Represcntat—
ive"., Now that may sound a very inpressiwve title, butb
it neans briefly this: I ncet "transit" passengers travel-
ling on our Military Flights, sce that their questions arc
answered, and generally try to make their short stay in
Seotland as pleasant as possible. At other times I nmay
be on duty in the main office while our flight is arriv—
ing, and I nust ensure that the correct nuuber of lunches
is put aboard for both the crew and thc passengerse 1
nust also check-in all joining passengers who are board—
ing the f£light at Prestwicke.

Our airline, being a nilitary organisation,
carrics, with few exceptions, nothing but Anerican Mili-
tary personnel. The najority of these passengers arxe
friendly and do their best to nake ny job as easy as poss-—
ible., I have, however, net quite a few difficult pass—
engers who have tried ny patience and tact very nearly
40 breaking pointe No nmatter how tired or annpyed you
nay be with a passenger, you nust never, never, lose your
temper, because in our job, as in nany others, "the cus-
toner is always right".

However, the good points in our work definitely
outweigh the bad., We make new friends ewvery day and every
day are reunited with 01ld ones. We neet nany fanous peo-
ple, and I personally have spoken to many, such as Sir
Edrmund Hillary, the great clinber and explorer; Mr. Zarobin,
the Russian Ambassador; and Danny Kaye, the fanous concd-—
ian of stage and scrcen, who has done so nuch to relieve
the sufferings of Korean children.

One of the nost rewarding expericnces I have had
through ny work was the satisfaction of being a small cog
in that nighty wheel called "Operation Safe Hawven"; the
Anerican airlift which transported thousands of Hungarian
refugees to the United States. I saw many heart-breaking
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sights, but perhaps the thing which touched e niost was
the deep gratitude of these people who had sacrificed
S0 nuuch.

Once you have becone centangled in the world of
flying, it would be inpossible to return to an ordinary
office jobe. Both the crew who fly the planes and the
ground staff who do the paper work are a race apart fron
other people and I can only say how very glad I an to be
one of then,

Maurcen Kelly. (Troon)

HISTORY -OF ST, MARY'S PARISH CHURCH, IRVINE.

The coning of Catholicisn t9 Irvine nust have
taken place in the early days of Christianity. The cell
of St. Inan (a most holy and cclebrated Confessor and
Doctor of Christianity, who is said to have flourished
in 839 A.D.) may have been the origin of the church.

The nediaeval burgh church of St. lMary was
cruciforn in shape, with north and south transept and
narrow lancet windows. It stood on the site where the
Frece Church of Pullarton now stands. The nany altars
nust have added greatly to the interior appearance,
but we ean only guess at its nagnificence because no
drawings or deseriptions except those of a very neagre
character are extant. After the addition of the nany
aisles the fabric of the church, which was just a sinple
oblong originally, nust have taken on a very picturesque
exterior.

In the parish church of Irvine, in addition to
vhe high altar were nunerous altars dedicated to St.
Ninian, St. Catherine, St. Mich=2el, St. Peter the Apostle,
Ste Conval the Confessor, St. Stephen and St. Sebastian
the Martyrs, The Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Salvator, Ste.
Thonas the Martyr, St. John the Baptist, Christopher the
llartyr and Ninian the Pontiff. We can guess their
positions from references in the text. St. Peter's was
in the north aisle, St. Conval's, St. Sebastian's and St.
Stephen's in the south aisle, while in the aisle in the
north side of the nave was the altar under the patronage of
Ste John the Raptist, St. Ninian and St. Christopher.

<%
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Mediaeval ncthods of running a parish church
were very different from those of to-deay. 4All the altars
in Irwvine St. Mary's wcre founded and endowed on a
voluntary basis by locel people and the adninistering
chaplains drew their incomes from charitable donations.
It is interesting to notec how the various altars caie
into existence. However, in this account we shall only
concern oursclves with the altars of St. Michael and
St. Peter. In 1446 a new aisle had been added to the
church and in it an altar, dcdicated to St. Michael,
had been erected. The inauguration cercnony was marked
by a procession in which the statuc of St. Michacl was
borne through the church to its stance necar the new altar.
Finlay Park, o burgess of Irvine, founded a chaplaincy
at St. Peter's altar in the north aisle of the parish
church in 1455. The tcrns of the chaplaincy stipulatcd
an enniversary Requienm Mass and o request for the
prayers of the congrcgation on behalf of the donor, to
be made by the chaplain before cach Mass offered.

The choice of the name of the altar rested with
the founder and saints chosen refleccted the minds of
the donors and thc prevailing cultus of the period. It
is said that the¢ dedications of the 15th century to
St. Catherine, St. Ninian and St. Peter nay reflect the
pro-papal policy of the period. One altar which we can
be sure about is that of St. Conval. This altar wes
financed mainly from & Tenplar Tenement and the patron
of all Templars was St. Conval.

There is no account of what happened in Irvine
at the Reformation. The priests all disappeared cxcept
the resident wvicar. All the revenues of the altars were
confiscated and put to an entirely different purposc.

In 1572 a royal charter by James VI grantcd to the burgh
of Irvine all the lands, tcnements, houses, annual rents,
buildings, churchcs, chaplaincies, orchards, gardens,
crops, fruits, duties, profits, emoluments, mills and
alms fornerly possessed by the chaplains, alteragces

and prebendarics. All the revenues were united into one
body called the King's Foundation of thce School of Irvine.
( This may mark the beginning of Irvine Royal Acadeumy ).
Pcople did not give up their old religion without a
struggle. Mass was celebrated at Eglinton Castle in 1571
in spite of the threcat of the death penalty. The parish
church was not pulled down by the reformers. It lasted
for another two centuries bheforec age and dccay necessitated
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2 new one. The steeple was the first part of the old
building to succumb and was taken down in 1721 beccause it
was unsafc. The stones from this stecple were used to
peve & new well being built in the Briggait. The body of
the church was taken down in 1774 to make way for the -
prescnt edifice.

S6 disappeared the mediaeval church of St. lMary
leeving o waste of years until the Roman Catholic Religion
flourished aznew end gavc us our prescnt parish of 5%.

Mary 's.
Mary Bourke. VI.

STRANDED.

Towards the end of the surmer holidays ny two
friends, John Patcrson, Hugh Millar, and nyself went for
a day's trip to Arran. We bought our tickets, which in-
cidentally cost more than we cxpccted, boarded the stcanecr
and sct off. as we left irdrossan the sun shone brilliant-
ly, opronising a pcerlcss dey, and with high hopes we ar-
rived at Brodick Picr.

4fter the usual spell of sight-seeing, bathing
end toaking lunch, we sct off to the boating stage where
we hired a rather flimsy little cockleshell. As we cane
beck to the landing stage a mishap occurred. My friend's
oar collided with the oar of 2 passing boat, thereby
knocking a large fat lady off her seat. People on the
bench burst into fits of laughter, and to our rclief, so
did the lady. After landing we walked towards Whiting
Bey and finally came back to Brodick Pier where, tc our
astonishment we werc told that the last stcamer had sailed.

Poople in Brodick seemed to hawe different vicws
as to where the Police Station was to be found, as we dis-
covered when we asked for dircctions. ZIventually we found
it and told our tale of woe to the policeman's wife., She
sent us te the Youth Hostel which was about five niles
away. We trudged up the neglected path and knocked at the
door. It was answered by a rathcr grin-looking wonan.
Once cgnin we cxplnined the situation, and shc inforned us
that we wonld have to pay ten shillings for a night's
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board and lodging. Just then she had to answer the tele-
phonec, and as we hed only thrce or four shillings we unan-
inously agreed to run before the lady cenc back., Talk of
the four ninute nile! Chris Chataway would have been left
bchind us as we flew down the track as though the devil werce
at our hecls.

Once agein we visitcd the Police Station and we
had to tell a tall story to the policcman about the Youth
Hostcl. He took us down to the Pier and tricd tc per-
suadc the Captain of a steancr anchoring in Brodick to let
us slcecp aboard; but the lattcr seid it was ageinst the
regulations. Eventually we werc allowod to slcep in the
Arren Hydro-Electric Station. Hugh slept in the snall
officc while John and I slept in a lorry.

All night long the hugc turbines roarcd, raising
2 horriblc din while I tried to balance nyself horigon-
t2lly on & nerrow plenk raiscd off the oily floor of the
lorry. I would just fall asleep when I would overbalence
end lend with a thud on the floor. By five o'clock. we
could bear no norc noise and played cards or read techni-
cel books in the suall office where the noise was not so
dcefcning as elsewherc. At half past six the electriciean
brought us sonme tce and o biscuit for which we werc very
gratcful. Then we badc good-byc to our fricnd and thanked
hin for being so kind.

We boarded the stcaner at seven and reached
Ardrossen at cight fiftcen. We fearcd therc would be trou-
btlc about using the cxcursion tickets of the previous day,
but I honded thei over casually and walked across the
gangway, waiting at cvery stcp to hear o corilonding voicc
calling ne back. Good luck prevailed and we nade for hore
end bed.

Later I found out that the other twe had con-
spircd to miss the boat. Millar had put back his watch
an hour to decceive ne. Anyway, all's well that cnds well.

Willian Barr III1.B.
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I found nyself walking down & )
wooded drive, lincd on cach side x4
by stately rows of poplars. Ah, §-=|

: ycs! This must be the new St. g4k
2 ., Michacl's College. It sccmed so ,%,;;@4

-

“—T=" long since I left it. I rounded o *OT°

a bend in the drive and was con- Ly gt

fronted by a megnificent cdifice, fully fen fect tall,

towcring over the surrounding secncery. I approachcd -

slowly, duly imprcssed by the splendour of the corrugated
iron facede. Over the niain door wes thce inscription:-

e ="k

"The girls esre heavy going here,
The boys arc ill to plecase." (Moira O0'Neill)

Ah! I alweys thought this school was rathcr kecn on
literaturc. I pushcd open the messive (4' x 2') door and
I had this suspicion confirmed. Above all the classroon
doors werc inscriptions tastcfully picked out in black and
ycllow lectters. I walked round the school exariining the
quotations being occasionally flattcned on the floor by the
wild steinpedc from classroo:n to classroon at cach ring of
the bell. As the bell reng every 8% ninutes, this grew
rether tiresone. However, by perscvering I was able to
read nost of them. I first saw the register classroons.
The sixth year classroom borc the apt inscription:-

nWash the war-paint from your faccs" (Longfcllow)

-

The fifth ycar roon displaycd the legend:- ‘;}\

>

"And strengc to tell ailong that carthen lot /?“>
Sorie could articulate and sone could not"

(Edward Fitzgerald)

Tourth ycar borc the inspircd quotation
from Burns:-
"Nac¢ harc-brained scntinmcental traccs o

- /,

In your unlettercd nancless faces." ==~
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III.A.was denoted by

"With half-shut eycs cver to scen
Felling aslcep in a half-drcami" (Tcnnyson)

II.A. hedn't changed nuch sincg I left :-

"Finished and finitec clods
Untroubled by = sperk.® (Browning)

II.N.L. boasted the caption:-

"Weep, you nay wecp
For you iiey touch then not." (Robert Owen)

I.N.L. still sat :-

"In their faces stern defiance
In thcir hcarts the feuds of ages." (Longfcllow)

Fron these roons I noved on to the subjcet rooms. The
French roon announced the topical statencnt:-

"Let ne not to the narriage of truc ninds
adriit inpedinents. ™ (Shakespeare)

The gyit hall was denoted by its notice :-
"Shapes of all sorts and sizes, great and snall
Thet stood along the floor and by the wall."
(Bd. Fitzgerald)
I noved elong to the Art roons wondcring if perheps
Mis B and Mr. C were still there training thcir classcs
to be truc to Naturc :- ’

"This penecil takc," she said, whose colours clear
Richly peint the vernel year." (Gray)

The¢ dining hall bore a solenn warning :-

"Dirmess conecenls the hunger in our faces."
(S. Sassoon)
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The boy-prefcets! roon.hlddon in a rcnote corner and
surrounded with iron bars, was inscribed :-

(/L’l -,

"Bestial, nisshapen, vile,
Stalking past in single file.
(G. Rostrevor Hﬂmllton)
Ye olde tuck-shope bore an even morc drcadful warning

"Things swecet to taste prove in digestion sour."
(Shakcapearc)

The Doncstic room. solemnly announced :-

"Something is rotten in the state of Dennark."
Shakcspearc)

The Staff-roon, hung with skulls and boncs, possessed
the quotation t=

"In Stygian cave forlorn,
‘Mongst horrid shapes, and shricks, and sights
unholy."
(John Milton)
There were some rnore rooms such as the Maths. roon :-

"Though this be madness, yct there is method
in't", (Shakespearc)

and the Exanination Rooil :-—-

"The Moving Finger writes; and, having writ,
Mowes on: nor all your Picty nor Wit
Shall lure it back. to cancel half a line,
Nor all your Tcars wash out a Word of it."
(Ed. Fitzgernld)

olipn G g :.‘.3 PN-WESCLY)))
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But then I was whisked away for a personal inspection
of the classrooms which were all furnished with ar-
chairs, fireplaces, television sets and cocktail
cabinets. I suddenly, unaccountably, longed to be back.

Then, to my profound disgust, I discovered I was.
I opened one eyec to see lir. li-~ shaking me out of a
peaceful sluniber in the midst of an extremely interest-
ing discussion on the merits and demcrits of painting
the Z1lack Sea pink as a camouflage from marauding Turks.
Now, if anyone wants sheets of paper which bear the
injunction, "I must not sleep in class™ ..ccee

INORMA McDOITALD. V1.

1 — o o S
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77\ A _ LAKELAFD VILLAGE. //s\
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Here is a story of how the lakeland wvillagers of
10,000 B.C, lived. Usually their homes were on a small
island in the middle of a 1l&l They consisted of round
huts made of clay, with thatChPL roofs.

The villagers wcre clad in skins of animals and wore
tough leather shoes.

A palisade surrounded the island to keep out invaders,
and a foot bridge enabled them to cross to the mainland.

For food the villagers ate fish and flesh meat. In
the lake they cought the fish by getting tree trunks and
digging them out to make small boats called "dugouts.?
Two of the boats trailed the nets that were to catch the
fish. The fish were landed and some dried in the sun to
be kept for the winter months. Each village had hunters
who could be sent to the mainland to catch deer and game
to be shared among the people. On the island there were
about twenty families. They adored false gods and idols.

Michael Hollaond and Edward Bennie.
2 g
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__PERSONALITY QUIZ

It is said that by a man's reaction to sudden shocks and
emergencies, much can be revealed of his true character. Much
can also be revealed, however, by the manner in whlch he copes
with the ordinary, every—day events. :

swer the following cuestions truthfully to find the key
to your particular personality. (The guestionnaire has been
compiled by thc world~famous Professor Hiram K. Pinhead who
guarantees "a CURE in ONE MONTH - or YOUR MANIA BACK".)

1. Your neighbour's peacock lays an egg in your garden.

Do you:

a) raise an action?

b) write a polite little "thank-you note?
c) make an omelette?

2 A shop assistant gives you a five-pound note too much
in your change. Do you:

b) pay it into your Bank Account?
(e¢) buy a new hat?

& On returning home, you find a dead Kangaroo in your
living-room. Do you:

&ai throw a party?

b) cell a taxidermist and say, "There's a dead hﬁngaroo
in my living-room ° %
(¢c) go quietly about your business as usual?

Eag go through its pouch for any identlfylng papers?

4, You visit your Doctor to get treatment for a common cold,
and he proceeds to put your leg in a plaster cast. Do
you:

b) stump out of the surgery?
¢) ask him to have a look at those spots on the back

§a§ oy, "There MUST be some mistakei" ?
of your neck?

Do You are at a very select dinner-party and your hostess
accidentally upsets a lavge plateful of Mulligeatawny
aonp over you. Do you:

(a) ask for some bread with 1t?

L=
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(b) wait until she is passing you with o trayful of
glasses and stick out your foot?
(e) say, "Ien*$ this a bit thick?" ?

6. You discover too late that your small son has put
varnish in your shaving mug. Do you:

&
b
c

e In a crowded railway compartment you notice o bee
settling on a lady's hat. Do you:

keep a stiff upper 1lip?
confiscate his marbles?
warn him that he will come to a sticky end?

(]

a) say, "Madam, you have o bee in your bonnet!" ¢
bﬁ swat it with your umbrella?

¢) pull the communication cord?

If you answer "Yes to Section (a) of five or more
questions, you are a mad, gcnerous, impulsive creature
perhaps with a touch of lumbago in cold weather. If you
could go to Haiti, the climate would suit you admirably.

are secretive and withdravm - in fact,
o complete introvert, given to eating
Liguorice Allsorts on the sly. Go on
like this and you shall soon be eating
Wine Gums or Pontefract Cakes!!

If you answer "Yes" to Scction(b) you Y
i

If you answer "Yes" to Section (c), you
cre the aggressive, bullying type. Not
only do you want to have your cake and
eat it, you want to have every-one clse's
cake and eat it. Obviously, if you go
about cating all that cake, you are
going to end up a VERY FAT BULLY. You
may have a good side: you help 0ld
Ladies to cross busy strzets - but,

do you ever stop to ask if they want to
crogs?

If you have answered "Nay" to any of these questions,
you are probably a horse, and have no business reading
this magazine as i1t scems unlikely, at first glance,
that you could he an alumuus of St. Michael's Collecge.

Ro ‘l'“hrc (Pl"?ﬂlt\'fi(‘k) °
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THE ART OF HAVING ONFE'S ARTICLES PUBLISHED

Beforc comacneing to write an article, nupils should
take stock of the materials cvailable on which to write the
articlece. Contributions laid down on perfumcd notcpaper
stand a far better chance of inclusion in thc magazine than
an cffort writton on thec lcaves torn from an cldcrly nthe-—
natics jotter or the "Latc HNews" colutm of onc of the
popular deily nNCwWsSpPapCrs. But thosc pupnils whosc articlces
crc written in pencil on the backs of unuscé pctrol coupons,
can look forward with confidonce to sccing their cfforts
published in the School Magazince

TWhile the choicc of subjcets is varicd, articles with
an intellcetual appcal will be chosen in >recfercnce to
their wore matericlistic counterparts - ce.ge "Homework",
“"School Meals", "Teachcrs from Troon' and "Libcracc',

Young authors should bear in mind that the press is "free",
and a "Mhute inglorious Miltons" in our midst will bo

able to make the fullest usc of their Poctic Liccncce (From
yvour nearcst, at 7/6d.)

Neturzlly the boundary must be drawn somewhore, since
onc cannot, and must not, writc on subjccts such as "Bchind
the scencs in the Dinncr-hall", "The Staffroom at the Toa-
break", or "The Pugilistic Abilitics of the Tcaching Staff'.

On no cccount must teachers be reforrcd to by name, but
innucnéos arc peraittcde Bramples such as "Who spoke then 2V,
"Slow Boat to Irclond", "If you'd scen these roads before they
were 1adc ...." ond "Round and About with the Little Red Vans"
may be incorporatceds

So get down to it, 2ll you potcntial Shaliespcarces,
Chaucers and Stccles (Joscph, I wcon); finish your mints
and gct sterted on the job of writinge. Romenber The
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School Magazine may be but 2 stepping-stonc into the World
of Journalism. Futurc articles from your maturer pcns

nay find thenselves within the pages of some of Britain's
greatest negazines, books and newspapers - "The Auchentiber
Opinion®, "The Barnill Guardian®, "Thc Pigeon Fancicr's
Friend" and "The Wolscley 14 Handbook™.

The end of this finc article which rmust surcly find a
place in English Literature is fest approaching sincc tine
is running out, as are the petrol coupons. Beforc con-
cluding, I should like to give profound thanks, prinarily
to nysclf, to ny menager, to the conductor of the Ipswich
Kiddics Choir and to the City of Glasgow Police Pipe Band
(of which I am not a nenber) for making this article
possible. sy

A. Hanill V.

CALYPSO TO ROCK'N'ROLL

0 Rock'm'Roll- has come here to stay,
Calypso too, with a loud "Olez®,

With Tomy Steccle and his hot guiter,
We'll rcndez~vous in a coffee bar.

The latest trend 1niakes the people gay,

It's got then singing their blues away,

With a shakc and a shuffle they go intc their song,
They 're¢ happy-go-lucky the whole day long.

The Haley Comets began the way,

With cinenmas filled just to hear then play,

While skiffle groups thought thet they'd take a hand
We hed Caribbean rhythn in their Stcel drum band.

0, this is the rhythi and this is the beat,
For clapping hands and for stanping fect;

So get into the groove; don't you be a squarc
With Rock'm'Roll, Calypso, Caribbeon rhythn
All to get their share.

Janes Cassidy II.A.
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WEFIT B O R U B 10

Of all the subjects proffcred for study at
school, I chosc nusic as ny spcciality. From the nonent
I reachcd the age of discretion, I knew that nusic-tecach-
ing would be ny one and only anbition. ILittle did I re-
alisc, however, the intensive study that ny choicc would
entail. Still, I have no regrets.

: The general inpression of rwusic-teaching is that
if one can play the piano, a successful carcer in'rusic
is cnsured; but this is not so!

My musical training commenced with ny first
lesson at the age of seven. My most vivid nenory of that
first lcsson is of a very small girl perched on a high
piano stool, legs dangling, and confronted by a vast ar~
ray of black and white keys.

As the years rolled steadily by I was swept into
a whirlpool of numerous exaninations, including the S.L.C.,
and, lo and bchold! I was successful.

At long last I find myself a2 little nearer ny
goal. DPerhaps, one day, whcen I shall have fulfilled ny
anbition, I shall atteupt to pass on my little knowledge
to those who are prcparcd to face the many trials and
tribulations in the world of iwsic.

inna Boyce VI.
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GREETINGS FROM HONG KONG.

It docs not secm two ycars since I was neking ny
farewell speech at St. Michael's, and although I an now
12,000 niles away, ny thoughts often travel back to Scot-
land. Many of you will have a picturc of Hong Kong in
nind for it has heen the setting of a few filus rccently.
It is a beautiful island with glorious beaches and a n,g-
nificent countryside. The city itsclf is a wondcrful
shopping centre and it is wery true that onc can purchasc
anything here. The girls would hewe a wonderful time Jjust
window-shopping! Therc arc nany things that I should like
to tell you about Hong Kong, but I think that most of you
will be e¢specially interested in school life here, so
here gocs!

There arc neny schools in Hong Kong but
unfortunately not enough to catcr for the nunber of
young pcople in the colony. You sce the population has
increased by about onc and a half nillion since 1949.
This is due to the large influx of rcfugecs fron Conmunist
Chine. Thus the children are not all fortunate enough to
get the chance of going to school and the lucky oncs
work extrencly hard in order tuv be allowed to continue
their studies. Therc are threc classes of schools -
Governnent, Grant-in-Aid and Private. All arc fec-paying
and pupils buy their own books and stationery. I tcach
in St. Paul's Convent School. The Sisters in charge
belong to the French Order of St. Paul de¢ Chartres. It
is 2 Grant-in-Aid school, which neans that it is subsi-
discd by thc Government and is inspectecd by Her Majesty's
Inspcetors. We have over 1,000 pupils and the atnosphere
is guite cosmopoliten for therc arc girls of nany nation-
alitics - Chincse, Portuguese, Indian, Filipinos, Siancse
ant a fcw Austreliens, Anerican and British children.
Besides the Religicus on the staff we have niany lay
teachers. I an the only Scot.

I shall never forget ny first norning in S5t.
Paul's Convent School. I did not know what to cxpect as
I hed net very few Chinesc, so when I was introduced to
onc class as their Form Mistress, I felt ny knees begin
to knock. The girls all looked alike - and I must say
2ll very attractive with their white drcsscs looking
quite dazzling against their tanncd skin, derk cyes and
shining black hair. I thought that I should never be ablc
to distinguish them. Although the Chinese girls all
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heve cxotic (sometines unpronouncesble) nancs, they are
given English Christian nanes when they cone t0 a Catholic
inglish-speaking school. Thus I got to know all the

Merys and Thercsas and did not bother too much about the
surnanes of Chan, Wong, ctc.

Now you nay be wondering how on carth Iuropcan
teachers nenagce to teach Chincse pupils. The answer is
sinplc. 411 subjects in this school arc taught through
the ncdiun of English, right fronm Kindergarten, and the
standard in English at St. Paul's really surprised ne. It
is onc of the best schools in the colony and conparcs very
favourably, I should say, with nany schools in Britain.
The Chinese rust study their own language which they find
very difficult, while the other non-Chinese¢ pupils study
French. 411 other subjects in the curriculunl arc sinilar
to ours and prescnt the sanc difficulties. The girls
excel at Art and I an sure that Miss Brosnan would be
dclighted to have a few of them at St. Michacl's. A%
present, Form V pupils are “"cramning" for the School
Certificatc Exarination, while Form VI are sitting
Metriculetion or Uniwersity Entrancc Exanination.

4Although Chinese boys and girls work. very hard
they arce like all of you in their lowe of Sport. The
boys' favourite ganmc is football but they are also kcen
on basketball, tcnnis, badninton and, to & lesser extent,
cricket. With the girls Netball is the nost popular
sport but thcy are fond of basketball, tcnnis and hockey.

Since we are now in the sunmer term we only
have norning school, that is fronm 8.15 a.u. until 12.30p:1n.
Though it is too hot to attend school in the aftcrnoons
the girls still darc to suggest picnics and bcach parties!
In winter school begins at %.30a.m. and ends at 3.30p.i.
The Chinese fecl the cold wery nuch but to a Scot Hong Kong
in winter is like Scotland in early surmer. I have becn
telling sone of the girls, who intend to go to Britein
next ycer to study, that they will ncwer survive a winter
there.

I hope that you have enjoycd reading abcut
school lifc in Hong Kong. I an surc that if you were to
vigit the colony you would like it as ruch as I do.

Theresa Northcote F.P.
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OF DAVY ROCK-IT.

Teenagers crowd into the hall
In an expectant hush:

An opera singer there to Lear ?
No, ncthing of such mush.

They've come from miles and miles around
To listen to his song;

A rock'n roll star he must be -

Correct me if I'm wrong.

A figure soon appears alone

Upon the well 1it stage,

The hep-cats start to jump and shout -
This guy is all the rage.

A lock of sleek black hair hangs down
Upon his well-tanned face:

To get a cut like that they soon

To barbers, all will race.

His shirt of chequered black and white
Puts all the rest to shame;

Hig jacket pink and drainpipes black
Have helped to make his name.

He starts to speak, the girls all swoon;
To name his song he's bent:

His words are drowned but no one cares
They really are all "sent"!

'n—_:‘._' : b -
N il o

e - - i o o o



40

memmmsemeemso With gtamping feet and bobbing head -~

He starts to rock and jump:
The hep-cats dig the crazy beat
And on the floor they thump. !

He strums his flashy big guitar,
They bounce upon their chairs,
Into the aisles they rock and jive
To show they are not squares.

The jeint is really Jjumping now - s
He starts his thirtieth song,
The .cats are shouting, "Go, man, go !" i
Tach one of them is '"gone",

Though encores by the score he's had,
That real cocol cat must leave,

For all their screaming and their shouts
They've no breath left to grieve.

But as they leave that crowded hall

The boys all vow to buy ' i
A shirt, a jacket just like his E
So's they'll be like that guy. !

Margaret Mary Macintyre II.A.:

(a) Take this token of gratitude.

b) Sparrow, Eagle, Duck, Goose, ©wan, Scagull.
¢) Is your car different from ours ?

d) The white dove reared in the air, _

ke "Be on your way, rogue,’ said the knight.

«aly ‘Teno@ ‘IFITPIR) ‘®wOsuemg ‘oxoqS *SHINSNY

Bernard Garvie II.N.L.
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SFRING TIND

Spring! Spring! Spring is here,
OCh. What a lovely time of the year,
Baby lambs by the score,

Flowers blooming more and more.

Every field and hedge is green,

Not a sign of winter seen,

Farmers busy in their fields,

Making sure of harvest yields.

Birds are busy building nests,

Choosing places they like best,

Bees are flitting from flower to flower
Gathering pollen hour by hour.

Bileen Fuller, 1C.

THAT TO EZPECT WHEN PLANE BUILDING

My eleventh birthday had arrived, and among my
many presents, was one that both intrigued and somehow
frightened me. Tt was one of those boxes, or kits, of
valsa wood complete with drawings and instructions on how
to build an aeroplane. Often I had seen such kits in shop
windows, and I was never quite sure whether I wanted one
oY not. Anyway, there it was, a present from a mechani-
cally-minded uncle, and I had to do something about it.

I put the kit away and, as often happens, com-
pletely forgot about it. Months later, having little to
do, I decided to tidy my cupboard and in the process I
unearthed the kit. Overcome by remorse — for somehow I
felt I had been letting my uncle down - I decided to tac-
kle the plane. Having procured a board as instructed
(mine was my mother's cherished baking board) I proceeded
with my task.

First the drawing had to be pinned to the board,
and the various pieces of wood selected, cut, trimmed, and
carefully pinned to their allotted places on the drawing.
This is not quite as easy as it sounds, for unfortunately
the instructions were printed on the under side of the draw-
ing, and this necessitated continual unpinning and repinning
when I wished to refer to them. As can be imagined, the
model suffered considerably during this process. After some
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hours of painful and frustrating work, I was ready to glue

one side of the fuselage. This is accomplished by piercing
with a pin the nozzle of a tube of quick-drying glue, and
applying the nozzle to the several joints. Unfortunately,

it was near bed-time, so I packed away what remained and left
the board where it was. after this the work continued in fits
anGé starts, and many months later was accomplished.

But what fascinatingly desperate months they were:
I carried on a vendetta with everyone at home. Lother re-
peatedly demanded the return of her board; my father, who
financed the venture as regards the buying of the tubes of
glue, became increasingly more difficult to approach; my lit-
tle sister would roughly push aside the precicus plane board,
thereby causing me much more work. Nevertheless, the great
day arrived, and I triumphantly entered the garden closely
followed by my detractors, and launched the plane into the
air. Its flight was erratic: at first it seemed to stall;
but thereafter, to my great joy it flew in a long graceful
flight.

DPonald Gillies IIA,

MONUMENTS . OF THE PAIPH IN GALLOVAY.

The first sanctuary lamp in Scotland was 1lit in our
diocese at Whithorn by St. Ninian. Later the Great Monastery
of Whithorn was built, and to it came many Irish saints,
among them 5t. Rioch, St. Manchan, and St. Winnin. This St.
Winnin spread the Faith from Segtoun, in Ayrshire, later
called Kilwinning.

There also came to Scotland a holy virgin named
ileddan. She fled from Ireland, where her renowned virtue
and beauty had caused a young nobleman to fall in love with
her. She came to Scotland in 432, revived the Faith in Whit-
horn, and founded seven chapels. One of these was on Dun-
donald hill, and was dedicated to S5t. Michael in thanks for
- King Arthur's victory over the pagan Scots. Welsh bards say
that Irvine was Arthur's headquarters, and that two of his
battles were fought at Beit (Beith) and Bretwyn; the "Trin"
or promontory of Troon.  St. Meddan died in 513, but Dun-
conald continued to be a stronghold of the Faith till the
Reformation.

The next important event in the history of Dun-
donald came in the reign of David I, son of St. Margaret of
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Scotland. In 1066, he invited English noblamnen to Scot—
land and gave them land. Onc of these noblcmen was Walter
Fitz Allan to whom David gave the Ayrshire district of
Kylc at Dundonalde Somc timc leter, he was made Stcward
of the King's houschold, a post which was handed down to
his grandson Waltcr, who bccamc Steward in 1206 This
Walter was also made Justiciary of Seotland in 1230, and
changed his fomily name to Steward which later bceeame
Stuarte Wzlter had two sons, James and AlcxandCre Joncs
married the doucghter of Robert Bruce, and their son
Robert 11 beeume the first Stuart King in 137l The cha-
pol in the castlc was made 2 Royal Chaplaincy by Robert
who also rcbuilt thc castlce

; St. Mcddon's Church in Dundonald gave way to ane
other dedicated to Ste Gilese The Bell of this pre-rcfor-
metion church can still be scen in the Fational luscun,
Edinburghe

The Parish Church of Ste. Giles was first scrved
by Gilbcrtinc monks who also had o chapcl of Ste Mery in
Ayre. Latcr, when the Gilbertines wont to England, the
Cluniac Boncdictinces of Ste Mirin's Abbey, Paislcy, were
given chorge of the churche They appointed vicars to
scrve the Church in Dundonalde Other Benedictines from
Kelso built the Abbecy ot Kilwinning and dedicated it to
Ste Mary ond Ste Winnine In the villagc of Monkton, the
Benedictines had chorge of the Church of Ste Cuthbert,
which to-doy is in ruinse At Symington, necarby, therc is
a pre-rcefornation church dedicated to the Holy Trinitye.
This church datcs from at lecast 1160, and was first scrved
by Peisley Bencdictinese Later it was given to the Trini-
tarions who gave it the name of Holy Trinity Churche Une
fortunatoly, it fcll into other hands at the Reformatione

The nome of Symington comes from onc, Simon
Locord, an English goentloman who came to Scotland at the
rcqucst of Waltcr Fitz Allane Simon brought with him his
kinsman Steven, who gave his namc to Stcvens tona

From Stovenston we ccme to Irvine which was
another ccntre of Catholic lifce The Carmclitcs or Whitc—
friars had a church there, and there was o parish Church
of Ste. Marye. On the banks of the river there was a Lady
Chapcle
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There was also a Lady Chapel on: the isle in the
Firth of Clyde still known as the "Lady Isle". But now,
where once the sanctuary lanp shone forth, there is only a
lighthouse, and where the Kyries and Ave Marias sounded,
only the wild crying of the sea-gulls is heard.

%

Helen Flynn V.

THE GARBAGE COLLECTOR.

It was snowing. The tiny, soft flakes floated
dovn in millions; they transformned the ugly streets and
they were uglier. The white was churned up into an oily
brown and the speeding cars splashed and splattered through
the slush.

He was going hone later to-night and the anmmounce-
nent was to blame; it had made hin sick and he cursed the
job that was his. But when all disgust and horror had
passed, he was faced with the problen!

The snow-flakes never end, he thought. In their
billions they tunble fron the sky only to nelt om the dirty
pavenent. Like human liwes they drift through space and
then die, transformed to a rotten slush. What is the pur-
pose, he thought; what is the purpose? A chill wind whip-
ped round his neck and sang icily past his ears.

"4 soprano!" he said almost aloud, "Ha! ha! a soprano."

His house was snall and warn, and often when the
sun cast it in the right shadow it was pretty. Ewery
house has a different snell; a different atmosphere; but
a garbage collecter's smells of pines and roses and violets
and all is sweet and very pure. Mingled with the sweet-
ness he could snell a T-bone steak as it sizzled  im the
pan and oozed rich juice while the log fire crackled
happily in the grate casting the roon into red and black
shadow. His wife came to greet hin; the light of the
fire sparkled in her eyes and nade the wawes in her black.
hair like burnished gold, and the light caught the nois-
ture on her teeth and lips and they seemed to flash in the
warn twilight.

"I'nm hone," he said, "hone!"
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After dinner he weas silent; the sullen, hopelcss
silcnece which only cones with worry. The snow still fell
and the wind bullied the little house; his wife sat in her
chair and waited, for she knew that soon the tangle of crio-
tion and worry within her husband would swcll and burst and
then with his cyes moist he would tell all, and await her
advice or pity, for she was his wifc.

"They say the war will start soon!" he ncerly shoutced,
in & strange high-pitched wvoice that shc had never heard
vefore. ©She did not reply.

"Two, three deys 2t the nost", he continued, "nay bec to-
norrow, raybe in an hour fron now; we werc told at the de-
pot and given jobs to perform when the bombs start falling."

Shc said nothing; he would talk himse¢lf dry. He put
his hand to his nouth and runbled and stuttered as he al-
ways did when he felt excited.

"You know what I think? You know how I think of na-
tions? I think of then as two snnll boys with building
bricks: cach tries to reach the sky with his bricks, but
they are jealous of each other lest one rcach the sky
first, and in thecir frenzy thecy topple one another's
bricks and the poor little boys are left with nothing and
have to start once nore. Now thesc sane boys become nen -
strong, muscular, bcautiful nen, and they raise great
rocks towards the sky, and just one of thesc rocks can
crush then if it should tumble. ZIut the boys who are now
nen forget this, and once nore are jecalous and they top-
ple cach other's rocks which fall on the two boys who arc
nen and nothing is left but pulped flesh and bonc-slush!™

"It's horrible!" she screancd. "Life is a lowely prec-
ious thing and so is the¢ Earth and the civilisation upon it;
we are, we nust be alive for soncthing - sonething nore
than oblivion!" She saw in his face that hce was troubled
and she continucd.

"Think of the beautiful things on Earth, think...."

"Yes," he loughed, "think. of the dying swan who there
in the palc moonlight sings its sad song; who tclls of its
years spent in the blue sky and water and who now goes to
black oblivion! Think of the buttcrfly which is born in
the nerning, natures in the afternoon, and dics in the
cvening - its wholc life lived in a singlc day before it
gocs to nothingness. Life is nothing! Lifc is for no-
thing! We want only war, war, war! I don't nind war! 1
don't nind how neny nen arc pulped but why has war to give
rien like ne so nany problenmsd"

She was sobbing. A squadron of bombers screaned
overhecad.

"What is your problen, dear?" she sobbed. "Tell ne!l
Tell nel"




46

His cycs were bloodshot, his facc exprcssionless,
helpless.

"To-dey we were told that whcn the bonbs fall we are
to load the dead bodies in our carts - as rieny bodies in
cach cart as possible. But tell ne, how do wc load?
With thc bodiecs long ways up and down. the cart, or across
the way?"

The log fire was out and only fine lifeless
powder was lcft.

Joseph Wcst V.

L TYPICAL SCHOOL DAY,

4t French we jabber, e
4t Tetin we starmer. Eg%%?*\
History's a bore, i )
At Gecography we snore. - s
Lt Maths we're in a jan
winplifying sin, cos, and tan.
There's a natureal abhorrence
Of the lincs "To Mr. Lawrence."
At Scicnce we feel defeat

In conguering specific heat.

&t Art the teacher griewes p
Over our sketches of auturm leaves. .
4t Music we fly :
"Over the Bea to Skye."

ET AD INFINITUM.

Anonyrious 1IV.
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is for Ann, who's fond of good books,
is for Braine; excuse lack. of looks.
is for Cassidy; oh what a nenace!
is for Deirdre who's good at lawn tennis.
is for Emnis and Esther, that's all,
is for Frances who's quick on the ball.
is for Gillies, of our class the clownm,
Also for Gerard of Ardrossan town.
H is for Hopeless which portrays us all,
I is for Isabel. She isn't tall.
J's for John Cairney - the picture of jollity,
K is for Knowledge; we all have that quality.
L is for Language which always is good,
The odd word that slips out is mot really
rude.
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M's for the Murrays: Oliver's one,

Michael's the other one under the sun.

N is for Neoise which one often hears.

O's for Obedience, not without tears.

P is for Pratchett who's always good fun,

Q is for Questions which never seen. done.

R is for Russell who's good at foothall,

Perhaps he's not short - but he's not really
tall.

S is for Spencer. ©She's got dark hair.

T is for Tonmelty. His hair is fair.

U nmay feel tired; I feel a flop.

V's for the Vances, I'n ready to drop.

W's for Walsh with his eyes oh so blue,

X is too hard, I haven't a clue.

Y am I writing all this - tell me, do,
Z is the end. Thank goodness, I'm through.

Janice Traynor II.A.
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At mo time do I recall there being no football
team in St. Michacl's. Until very recently there have
been only three teams - the first-year XI, the under four-
teen XI, and the intermediate XI. However, with the com-
ing of a IVth year class which included boys, birth was
given to a senior XI.

TLet us now trawel back to 1951. The intermed-
iate XI included many - as the expression goes, "heid
cases" - a few of whom may be reading this article.
However, spirited as they were, this team: did not enhance
any the silwerware on Sr. Pauline's sideboard. Im all
fairness, let me add, howewer, that this team of crack-
pots (of which I was pleased to be a nember) reached the
seni-final of the Ayrshire Intermediate Schools' Cup.

So, we didn't do too badly after all!

Sad though it be to relate, nothing of any real
jnterest occurred until 1954, the year the intermediate
ide rcached the final of the Tournament sponsored by
Dreghorn F.C. Again, howewer, Lady Iuck. played havoc and
the jenitor at St. Michael's had another year free of
polishing silverware.
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The following yecar, the successors of those who
had fallen at the Battle of Dreghorn fell in a similar,
though less glorious, battle to Kilwinning Junior Sccond-
Sry School in the final of the Ayrshire Junior Schools'

upl

However, last yecar, the Senior XI cndcd the
long run of ill-luck when they succecded in winning the
Ayrshirc Senior Schools' Cup at thc cxpensc of Girvan
H.G, in the semi-~final, and Kilmarnock Pre-Apprenticc-—
ship School in the final. The under 14 ZI followed up
this success shortly aftecr by winning the Junior Cup.

All in all, as long as thosc participating cn—
jey the game, I think we should not be too down-hcartcd
OVCY our meagrc success.

Robecrt Hume V.
P.S. Our teams have becen rcasonably succcessful oncce
morc this scason. The Senior XI rcached the scmi~final
of thc Senior Cup. The Intecrmcdiate XI werc beaten in
the final of the undér 15 Cup by thce "Auld Encmy" Irvinc
Royal Academy, and at the moment the under 14s are still
in the Junior Cup.

We have a number of playcers in rcprescntative
tcams. Robert Humc, the captain of football, has becn
pickcd to play centre-half in the Ayrshire XI. Roberd
McFedries, Felix Rocks, James Gillen and Michacl Murra
rcpresented the school in the North Ayrshirc (under 15
XI.

JOL.

HCCKEY.

In previous yecars St. lMichaecl's had no hockey
pitch of its own, but now that onc has been provided
solely for our usc, we have played much mere hockey than
in recent yecars. Therce is now a Ist and 2nd XI and many
of the younger girls show great kecnness. Throughout the
scason stick-work and team~work have steadily improved,
resulting in improvemcnt in mateh rcsults; by the cnd of
thc scason the St, Michacl's teoms were beating teams
which ecarlier defeated them. With the expericnec gained
this year stronger teams will be in the ficld for next
SCAS01N.

Adeline MeCann(Hockey Captain)
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NETBALL.

Owing to rather inclement wecather the Netball

cason was later in starting this year. Our only cncount-
cr with other schools was in thc North Ayrshirc Junior
Tournamcnt. This Tournament, since its inauguration, has
been won every year by St. Miechael's. This ycar, howcver,
our Junicr Team, having won in their own scetion, and hav-
ing defcated St. Peter's in the Scmi-Finel, was dcecfeated

in the Final by Largs Junior Secondary Scheol. Ve hope,
howcver, to have a successful season in a full programmc of
games; our four tcams show grecat promisc.

F. P. NOTES.

“*Ad. - Ardrossan; A. - Ayr; B. — Beithj
D. - Dalry; Gs. — Galston; He — Hurlford; I. — Irvine;
Kb. = Kilbirnie; Km., ~ Kilmarnock; Kw. — Kilwinning;
L. - Iorgs; M. - Monkton; P. — Prestwick; Sc. — Saltcoats;
Sv. — Stcvenston; T. - Troon.

These abbreviations arc an attempt to help you
to identify the former pupils mentionced in this article.
Let us begin by reealling the silver jubilee on the Staff
of St. liichael's of Miss Cathic Brosnan (T), slso a former
pupil, whoé celecbrated thc happy anniversary at the same
timec as Miss Wede, whose silver jubilee was in October.

VISITORS.

It is a tradition of long standing that the
boys and girls who have passcd through the school come
back to scc the staff. The past year has been no cxecpt-
ion. In fact, it hos brought us a record number of former
pupils, whom it would be impossible to list complctely.
Descrving of snceial mention, however, is Tom Burke (Xb),
onc of our earlicst pupils, who arrived on 19th lMarch to
rencew acquaintonee with the Sisters who taught him.
linrgeret Duffy (Sv) on holiday from U.S.A. also paid us
o visit. Franccs Melaughlin (I) kindly $ook time out of
her flying visit from Canada to come and sce us. N.B.:
Incidentally, she paid for a copy of this mngazine in
advance !
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F.P.'s ABROAD :

Talking of Canada, we must have quite a colony
of St. Michael-ites out there by now, especially in Ontario.
Elizabeth Brown (Se) came to say good-bye before emigrating
in March. Catherine Kelly EL) left for Canada earlier in
the year. Renee Robertson (nec Cowan) writes regularly
giving news of Bobby (Ad). Renee is expected home soon for
a visit with Flora McQuade (Sc) who is married to Stephen
MePolin (Ad). Maura Iaverty wrote recently asking to have
a school blazer-badge sent to her. Rosemary married Donzld
Bell last surmer. lirs. Northcote (Tercsa Quinn) (Sv) writes
frequently giving news of Eric who is a member of the police
force in Hong Kong. Teresa's teaching experiences out there
make interesting reading.

WEDDING BELLS.

During the past year we have heard of marriages
gmong many of the former pupils. Congratulations to the
following:—

Margaret Rocks, May MceGinn, Jane McCarthy, Margaret
and Molly Nicol, all from Irvine; Catherine O'Sullivan,
Bridie O'Donneli, Theresa Murphy, (Sv); Margaret Wren
Margaret Kirk, (A); Betti Mazzoni, Rosemary Nicol, (T);

Tom Monaghan, (Kw); Jane Chapman, (H); Sarah Doyle, (DS;
Jeannette Hendren, (M); Patriecia Devenney, (P); Moira Davey,
(¥m); Patsy Brodie, (Sc); Antonio Piecroni (B) to Anna
Gartland, (Kw); Tommy Pentleton, (Se) to May Matthcws, (Kw) .

SUCCESSES «

We are always pleased to learn of the achieve-
ments of our former pupils. Maisie McGuigan (A) has the
distinetion of being the first woman to become National
Prcsident of the Don Bosco Guilds of Cathelie Teachers,
after serving for quite a lengthy period as President of
the Central Guild of Galloway. Agnes Kelly has many success—
ful dremetic productions to her credit, of which the latest
was the recent fine Passion Play which ran for a weck
in the Ayr Civie Theatrc. Rosemary McBeth (Se) now has
a trained daneing team of her own, which recently won a
chempionship award. In the scholastic field we record with
pleasure Maria Madden's brilliant success in a diffioult
Civil Scrvice examination. She took first place out of
‘more than one thousand entrants. She now has an iuportant
post in Prestwick Airport. She was bridesmaid at
Patricia Devenney's wedding in February. Maurecen Deherty
(se) now holds the L.G.S.M. She is doing part-time
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‘Geaching in the County. Willie Farrell (Se) rccently became
an AM.I.C,E. In the engincering field, James Burns (I)
holds an important post in Calcutta as branch manager for
the Glenfield and Kennedy Enginecering Company.

CAREERS .
A number of our past pupils are preparing for
various professions in the Universities and colleges of

the country. During last session Sylvia McFarlane (Ad)

and Sally Murphy (Km) began their teaching carcer, the
former in St. Mary's, Saltcoate, the latter in Darvel J.S..
Therese McKinstery (Kb) joined Ste. Michacl's Staff to
tcach Physical Training. Betty Spencer visited the Cellege
with teams of her pupils from Rothesay Academy, to play

hockey against our teams.

Nursing claims increasingly larger numbers of
our girls - from Sister Gordon (I) in the "Central" down
to the group taking the new pre-nursing course in the
Irvine Academy, and mainteining contact with us by follow-
ing the Religious lcssons of IV.C. Everyone interested in
this fine self-sacrificing carcer will cnjoy reading the
following cxtract from a letter written by Patricia
Donnclly (A] who has kept in contact with us from Detroit
where ner family have emigrated:—

"One.of the most irpartant daye in a freshman's
life is the Capping cercmony, which is the official start
of her life as a nurse, As the name implics, the ccremony
consists of the V.I.P. (Principal) of each unit placing a
white cap on the student nurse's hcad. This eap is the
symbol of Mercy; it points upward to Heaven, and is known
all over the world. Capping day is the highlight of the
year.., About a month after thc big event, the freshmen
g2 on duty. Speaking for myself, this is the most wonder—
ful experiencc... there is o wonderful satisfaction in
doing something for a sick person... I don't know what it
iSeees I 40 know I want to keep doing it for the rest of
my life, God willing, according to my nurse's plcdge:
'Revercntly do I pledge myseclf to the wholehearted service
of those whose care is entrusted to this hospital...' "

RELIGIQOUS ANNIVERSARIES

: 0f those former pupils who have dedicated their
lives execlusively to God's scrvice, we record with plea-
sure that Agnes ILeverage (Gs), Sister Pauline Therese, C.P.,
pronounced her Final Vows as a Religious of the Cross and
Passion. Julia Brosnan (T), former pupil and member of the
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Staff, also took her Holy Vows last June. Sr. Mary, as
lMiss Brosnan is now called, is at present teaching in Edin-
burgh. At the end of this session, 30th June, Thomas
lieCann, who has complcted his studies for the priesthood at
St. Sulpice Seminary, will be ordained in his own parish
church. Our prayerful good wishes and congratulations g°
vith him to the altar of God.

CONDOLERCES
Tast but by no means least, we offcr our sincere
sympathy to those who have suffcred bereavements during the
ast year — to Cathie, Henry and Dan Dismond (I) on the
death of John; to Peter O'Hare (Sc) on the death of his
father, Peter; to Winnie Campbell (B) on the death of her
father; to Hugh Strain (I) on the death of his aunt; %o
Betty Freeman (Pentleton), whose husband met his death in
an accident; to Theresa and Jane McCluskey (Kkm) whose
brother also was killed in an accident.

REUNIONS :

The Sixth years 1955 and 1956 had a pleasant
afternoon reunion in the school in December, and the IV.C
classes of 1954 and 1956 an enjoyable meeting in May. We
werc pleased to have them back. We like to share in the
joys and sorrows of those who have passed out of the
school. Neturally, we can only record the events which come
“under our notice., Let us have news of YOU! Your Sy
letter or your visit will be welcome. V=20
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