SMART

St Michael’s Academy Rumours & Tales

issues 77-79
1980

pdf version May 2021

No copy of issues 78 and 79 is in the collection being scanned — if
any reader has copies, and is willing to lend them for inclusion in

this pdf, please contact lan Dickson



SMART T.V. IVEY Centinued

ravelnt left their first childhood behind yet). One person
(identity unknown) watches a strange programme called
“Charles Angles".

Did you know that, between them, the third years spend
1642 hours per week watching TVt One of them alone - it
mist be the one who never does his homework = watches TV
for 62 hours per week (more than 1/3 of his timel)

On average a 1st year pqpil snends 24 hours per week
watching TV.

Second year viewing ranges from 13 hours (congratulations
on your restraintl) to 50 hours per week.

Saturday and Sunday are peak viewing days, but most pupils
wgtch TV for at least a couple of hours every evening. No
wonder so many are bleary—eyed in the morning}

Perhaps, though, we are being unfair to St lVichacl's pupilse

Ltiter all, many of them may be so intelligent, talented and
+e]1=co—ordinated that they can do more than one thing at
once. Jam stains on jotters testify to the likelihood of

them sitting in front of the TV doing homework, ecating their

tpieces? and occasionally having a snooze - all at the
come time.

gmoP  PRESSs CHESS

o7 MICHAEL'S 3% - LARGS ACADEY 2%

Last Yednesday, St Michael's Junior Chess Club set out for

as
a.

Largs Academy to maintain their records undefeated away from
home., ALfter a bad start, the team found themselves trailing

#~0, F licGonigle and R 0'Donchue being the victims. Then
K Byrne salvaged a erucial dravw from a seeming.y certain
defeat. S Rafferty and D lMason brousht the scoreline to
level terms leaving P Giffney to settle the tie which saw
them leave with a one point victory.
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- This icsue of SMART has been stapled by:-—

Rodert Wells, William Jatters, Francis McGinty, TLiam Bymmne,

William Kernedy, Thomas Watters, Gerald Taylor and
Andrew laxvell. ' \ !
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MART T.V. SURVEY '

Tlow we know why there are so many tsquare-eyes! in the schooll
In an attempt to find out the viewing habits of First, Second
and Third Year pupils at St Michaelts, Smart reporters carried
out a survey which revealed some interesting factse

54 1st year pupils, 90 2nd vear pupils and 60 3rd year pupils
took part — does this prove that 2nd vears are the Champion
Telly-Watchers of the year?

The durvey asked pupils to name their favourite TV programme
and to say how many hours per week they spent watching Ve
The resilis were as followss

TOr PROGRAMITE C(VERALL - GRANGE HILL (59 votes
RUKNER-UP - DALLAS (35 " ;
1gt YEAR TOP FOUR ~ GRANGE HILL 20
DALLAS (6 M
THE GOODIES . 5 %
NONKEY 3
ond YEAR TCP FCUR ~ GRANGE HILL §29 "
DALLAS 15 "
TISWAS 7 " %
SCAP 6 "
3rd Yi@AR TCP FOUR - DALLAS §14 " g
GRANGE  HILL o "
SOAP (g ™
SPCRTSCENE (7 » %

One or two admitted to watching CCRCHATION STREET - and even
CROSCIOADS, but all is not lost: one pupil confessed that his
fovonurite prooramme was BSC2's production ol wiin Fledermong,

the opera by Strauss - culture ig not fend in St licha
Another vericps not so surprising find was that some of the
third years have revertel to a second childhood and watch

'Play School! and 'il.e Scoty Show! (or perhaps they havelnt

eltsy

(Cont. on Back are)



5o 00L  MEALS

Tpis is & complaint on behelf of First, Second, Third and
Fourth Years. Thé lest class in 81, S2, S3 & 5S4 at the’
¢gnd of the dinner-hour hardly ever get a choice of food,
dege only chips and custard. There is no neat left, or
¢ake. The price of school menls is up to 35p which is a
bik expensive for o plate of chips and custard., I think
t - ¢ sonmething should be done about thiz.

From ALL pupils who take school meals

SUMCER  EXPEDITION PLACES FILLED

There has been a very good response to the offer (for Fifth
and Sixth Year) of an cxpedition round Romen and other
piabes in Fngland. The expedition will lest nine deys,

o anning at the end of the summer term, and is organised
v the Clossics Departnent. The thirtcen pupils and two

L (Kr Dickson and llrs Andorson) will travel by school
niri-bus and will stay at Youth Hostels. The good response
narng that 2ll the sceots will be taken up, so o roof-rack
Tjil hava to be used for the lugsnoe and two of the seniors
©*11 be, responsible for making sure it doeen't fall off
oJ/the notorvays!

QN INTRIGUE .

Thirteen classics pupils went to a drama production at
Glasgow two wecks 2go. The number sceried unlucky, but the
pipils were lucky. The play, "The Bunuch”, by the Roman
“tthor Terence (2nd C. B.C.) was very well done. It was
sset in the 17th Century: the stase was intercsting, the
~1ot was intriguing, with plenty of twists, and most of the
ctors were excellent, especially the cunning scrvant and
the cadging parasite. The outing was organised by
Lir Dickson and Miss Mclaughlin accompanicd us. The whole
croup thoucht it was a thoroughly cnjoyable ovening.

BOOKS __GATORE

We intervievcd the new Librarian, Wiss Foavicett rocently ?nd?"
the first question we asked hexw Uas, "ot are your+h9§b1¢s.
Her roply was bedninton. - (This gome seons EQ be cotching

s o lot of teachors find this gome in CICSulﬂQ): Also N
itting, touring the country ond of course reoding are anong

a
knit : ; -
= c 1. . - Ce
her hobbicse Her fovourite kinds of hooks are sci-fiction

"
" and her favourito authors arc Robert lyndwell and Isaac

e o o Hy..
o ceked her if she tock & ook to bed teo read. "Yos, tut
onlv smail ones, as I tond o fall asloop over Looks. Usually
- - o YR L AL 9 do s Lt e X .
T reed the 'Readcors' Digest!, although one time I stayed

¢]
up 211 night sheking with horror road it ""he Auityville
i Ly 4 S
Horror'.
Tn hor orinion St Michael's library does not have e good
choice of books but she hopes to de something about that in
the nenr futurc. She finds St Mienhacl's o plensant school
en ! ples et
to work in - VEveryone hos boon helpful r~nd friendly", eac
: e St Tichacl's we know!) Bub

s~ide (Surcly thiz can't bo : 1
che olso said MMy firs® irpression of St Michaoel's 7o sneer
sniokt

= e

his is the first school library Misg Pawcett has worked in

s she used to teach childrens 13terature. e also asked her
if she still read Enid Blyton books, her reply was, "Well,
beconse I taught childrens 1literature I had to read o?ildren's
books, so I cupposc you can say L readsthen secretlys”

3]

by Junc & ¥in

DRANA  CLUB

Rohonrsnls ere going quite well for the Club's first big
production, a one-act play by euthor Devid Cam?ton cal}ed
Whet Are You Deing Here?". Sone rernbers of the club have
prrts in the crowd scenes and a few have techmioal_?arts.
Tue Olub (for third ~nd trasth ) nects in 1 Assombly
tral) every We B0
~re olmoys welcong to Come

O

More detzils will appear in the next igsue oF
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[0 ATCHE OR NOT TO WATCH? |

To watch or not to watch, that is”t@e q%estlon. Shogiguiz
sit glued to the domineering "bog ln.tue corigr Oi'ke

e be doing something more cr?atlve with our im21 i i

reading or enjoying more hobbles or recipfurlnb nn: %iﬁnﬂ?
of that fast disappearing thing called "The Conversa

Many people think that television makes viewe?s %azyéelghls
ie true to a certain extent, as all you need is your
w3 = comforteble armchair - althqugh, there are szmef .
L. yole who need a source of nouridhment eg a packg g. ;zl 3s)
=+ a few biscuits, before sitting dow§ to view. BSo li -
sntage No. 1 is that a tlevision addict cdul@ t??f ou.
ery unhealthy if TV is taken in largze dosgs. Tng is .
oeé%;se there is no activity involved (tunn_ng2 v181ondazls
volme controls are not counted!? Th? v add%ct gouln al o
ere A very fat from all this sitting with no gzer01se S0,
sho ¥ we apolish the "box" or should every TV carry a
Govirrment Tealth Warning? .
The. about ithe programmes — and the near—extict conversation?®

We often hear neople complain about thefeé
T telly was terrible last night, every programme Wa
Hbish!l" moans lMr A. . o
o+ what time did you start viewing?®

Fak

: ; o 1
W ohout five or half past.
' stop?"

g when did you .
Y1, when I was going to bed — about half eleven. on at
P not discovered the little black switch a

lie has clearly ;
y bottom of his TV marked 'OFF! and 'ON'1

. : . i as
wersations "Conversation in the family is deada v hzs
Froyed it.'" shriek those people who are out to "save
i ourselves.” . . . .
'571 all be tumed into morons, mindlessly Jatchlggezh

. sguare-cyed, brain-washed by sosp-—operas, comedi ’
g pan et ts," they yell. "Get rid
pRk., thrillers and advertisemen s," they N
of 1 hefore we're all turned into idiots whose og yh
céﬁwaation w7ill be to vronder — Does Daz‘reaii% Jis
Whéef Will Bet Lynch really run away with er
TetloA R d

o e b T <
nserseh These pessimistic people are stick-in-—the-—muds,
iaserni L T : o e =
scared € change and modernisation. If there was o
i icl i xcks out an
they'd ind something else to stick their ne

I~ Qammess

1
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win a Viking,
D> You Kwow ¢ Lz’)&&g@“ ey

We usually think of Vikings as raiders. They sailed in
from the open sea, attacked places like the coast of
Ayrshire, and carried off valuables and women.

Often it did happen like that. But sometimes all the
Vikings wanted was a safe harbour for the night.

How do we know whether the locals attecked first?

If you wanted just to stop somewhere for a night,
wouldn't you get angry if you were told to

get lost?

1980 is a Viking year. A 10-part
TV series will start in March. A
large Viking exhibition will open
this week (Thurs. 14th Feb.) at

the British Huseum in London.

"The Sunday Times"™ and other news-
vapers will have articles about the R
Vikings. Twenty books about them will
be published or re-published this year.

Why? Because archaeologists at York have discovered, in
recent years, that Viking traders and craftsmen settled
there in peace between 866 and 1066 (AD). York was
calied Jorvik by the Vikings. Their bulldings we
wood. Only churches were of stone. The river Ou
cornects York to the Humber Estusry so their ship
went to Burcpe. Bits of their lea
shoes, wooden bowls, cups, textil
ironware, bone pins, etc. have be
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i found., King Canute was 2 Viking
) son of a Danish king) - he tcld the sea
, QQZQM to go back, to show that Cod was more
Ll of powerful than a mere king. William the
4[“ / Conqueror was a Viking, dgﬁcended tronm
; those who had settled peaczbly in the
north of France (Normans = Norsemen).

(Whe first 15 SMART readers to go to room 26 at 1045
or
1

avove paragrapi will win "I Like Vikinss®
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after and correctly answer five easy guestions cn the b
badzes., j

+
1

FeS. You could call your new friend by one of these :

. i o aq e S x § ne . . i

amous Viking names: Erik Bloodaxe, Ubbi the Bonelsss, fee
2 o . o i

veln Fori-beard, Harald the Hard-ruler, Ragnar Haliry-oreesks
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LORD OF THE FLIES

At 12.45 pm on Tuesday 29 January, 50 third years boarded a
coach to go to Glasgow under the supervision of Mr Lucchesi,
Mrs Fitzpatrick, Miss McLaughlin and Mrs Sharp. We headed
down the Lugton road towards Glasgow,

When wa arrived at the Glasgow Film Theatre we got off the
bus and entered. Bouncers made sure that no-one left after
entering.

We sat down and the film started. A group of boys from a
school in England had gone c¢n a trip abroad by plane. DBut
the plane crashed and the boys got out and onto an Islard.
One boy named Ralph met a friend. They blew into a conch
and the other boys ran towards the beach, After a short
meeting, Ralph was appointed chief, The boys are all
friendly except Jack, a boy who wanted to be leader, The
boys in Jack’s charge weni hunting pig, but on theixr hunt
the fire went out and a plane flew over. Ralph started
shouting at Jack and his mob, so Jack decided to leave them
and turn native. Some toys followed him, They killed 2
boy by accident, thinking he was a beast. Bui this did not
disappoint Jack. Then they killed Ralph's friend. BRalph
was now 2lone. He was runnirg for his life when so
mysteriously he ran into a sailor. The sailor had come to
save them. And so the film ended happily. Or did it?

Then, after wakening us 211 up one by one, Mr Lucchesi took
us into the bus and off home.

I thought that the film was quite gcod.
The End

TS SFACE 1S ol ik
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TO WATCH OR _NOT TC VW.ICH? (Continued)

and complain aboutl Don't they know that with the few faults
TV does have, it also has a great many advantages that soon
outweigh thesc disadvantages

It gives us up to date news from all ovexr the world, educates
us, helps us to read and write, leamm a forelgn language,
provides us with entertainment and also fills a gap for lonely
people who are not able fto get out of their homeg. There's
not much wrong with thatl B

Television was devised by man for man's benefit - so use it
to your venelitl

But if you're one of those people who insist that it's doing
you harm, why not do us entertainment-loving, interested-in~-
the-world people a favour as you sit cowering in your arm-
ohair, wsable to move under the evil eye of your television
set. Why not »luck up a bit of courage, grasp the little

black knob on the bottom, and
SWITCH IT OFF {1

Amme-darie Kelly -~ Fourth Year

If you have any views on the TV Survey, or on televisgion in
general why not let other SMART readews know by writing an
article?

Next issue =~ That are the Seniors! favourite prograrmes?
‘That do the teachers watch?

RUMOURS

- that Gerald Taylor has tbmato soup for his lunch every daye

- that Michael 7alsh is a Jolmson's Baby.

— that Anthony Macdonald's (206) offer is still open to
Miss MeCourt for a game of badminton.

— When is a rep not a rep?
Then the xep is Tom Tinming ~ 206
by Tom Tipping



WEWS OF THE FUTURE - 1899

Yy Michacl Jol;an, nevw world hoad of the much feared crime
snd punishment squad, G.P.AdR.A. (Covernmental FPunishment
gnd Reprisal Asency ), e intervicued on world«widg

Colran is quoted as saylng that this

ough-line tactics on an inter-
anal basis, was direct result of hia tinme spent as

1ng(ish) man in St ldchael's dcadeny, Kilwinning.

nat

b
2 Fou

"T4 os here I learned the velue of infiltration, hostages,
cnd roeprisels, among RALY other uscful tactics for forcingess
eve I meon cooxXings infornation from individuals to help

in Ly PUTESE eesses L IEQD inguiricsih

vY pade mzny friends cnong the puplls and staflf" continued
e
[%

i " .
ifr Colgan, "And there wos never any truth in the Tumour
that Barbare Brenley frirhtened ne SR

e folson begins his now post on 4 Februory ot o salary of
£44500,700 por seck, cxactly 19 years ginbe he left his
reloved §F liichoel's. Lis solory during his stay there
vag-a litsle less thon this ficurc.

WUBIC  PASSES

At osocisnted Board of the Royal Schools of lusic pianoforte
ahd theory exaninations the following candidates werc
gugcessfule—

THEORY

Grade 1 - Elizebeth Tundie - 107

Crade 2 - Stephen Bredley - 302
' John MeXillan — 204

Croade 3 - Kathleen Quirk - 204

crode 4 - Sharon Richardson - 402
: ’ B
v (stephen Bradley gained 10055)

PRACTIC.L
Creoce 1 = Elizabeth Lundie - 107
Grade 5 = Rosalind Carslaw - 403 - (Merit)

B, Beird

MY VIEJS ON PACKED LUNCHES

Tn St liichael's at dinncr time when you have a packed lunch
there is nowhere to site. The girls have benches but the

regt have to sit on the floor. At Lssembly we are constantly
being told not to drop litter in the corridox. You have .
threc choices: (1) You cen break the rule end drop thg

littor on the floor, or (2) You put it in your pocket but

at the cnd of the week you have a pocket full of papers,

or when you go into your pocket to get scomething out you
bring a whole load cf papers, sO you are back to square one,
or (3) you can put it in the boxes that Mr Vernon occasionally
has left fron his Tuck Shop.

At dinner tinme the staff could open a classroon for the
pecked lunch people to have their lunch in, and it would
keep most of the rubbish out of the corridor.

Wr Vernon told his Registration Llass "I had a visitor in to
sce sbout the new extension we're hoping to get built. When
T tock him along the corridor I was ashaned by the amount

of rubbish lying in the corridor¥. So if we had a classroon
thie would save the teachers teking visitors roundabout
routes to avoid any corridor that hes rubbish in it

D Moriarty — 201

L, P.s

Dovid Bowie L.P. - The Lodger
New — Never played - £4 ,
Contact - Clarc Paterson — 206 s

Clash L.P.
London Calling for Sid Sings
Contact — Jchn Holmes ~ 204

PETS

Frec to+a pood hone - 6 month old tiger-striped cat -
housctrained, clean and very friendly.
If interested sec Cotherine Blge.

-



